
Wednesday, April 1 

 

Weekly pastoral message and prayer from Rev. Scott: 

 

There were two things that preceded the writing of this message that helped me to 

focus on what I wanted to say to you all today.  Every Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. there 

is a Zoom meeting for our group of United Church clergy on the West Island.  This 

is an opportunity for us to check-in with each other and support each other in 

whatever ways we need.  As Rev. Ian Smith from St. Genevieve reminded us, he is 

retiring at the end of June, and he is now beginning to realize that he may, in fact, 

be going into retirement without any gathering of his congregation to “see him 

off”.  Just after this Zoom meeting, I then read my emails, and among the notes 

was one from Bishop’s University (one of my alma maters) asking for a special 

donation to help students (especially foreign students) who have had to leave the 

student residences.  Then, I read a note from the United Theological College 

indicating that this spring’s convocation would not be happening.  I began to think 

about the many ways that some people have been anticipating something, whether 

it be the recognition of a university degree earned, or the recognition of many years 

of service in the church’s ministry, or, in some cases, even weddings and funerals, 

only to discover that the special event will either have to be postponed, or may not 

happen at all. 

When all of this began, I was still somewhat hopeful that we would be able to be 

back in church to celebrate what is for me the central aspect of our Christian faith.  

Now, we are facing the reality that Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter, will not 

be celebrated together at church, which is, of course, the place where we usually 

gather to celebrate together these significant moments in our life of faith.  While 

we have all been taking this day-by-day, each passing day seems to remind us that 

we must face the reality that certain things that are important to us may be lost.  

Certainly, many lives have been lost, but there is a sense of loss in other ways as 

well.  Many of us are feeling a sense of loss in not being able have contact with the 

wider community.  It is true that many of us have used the telephone or email to 

keep in touch, but we are often very much aware that this does not even begin to 

compare with being able to freely interact with others. 

This is why I have been so heartened by those of you who have indicated that you 

want to join together with one another in prayer each day.  Like so many things 

that have been a part of our lives, we don’t always appreciate them fully until we 

are “put to the test”.  During this difficult time, my faith in God, and my faith in 

humanity, have been both tested, and strengthened.  But it seems to me that when 

we talk about our faith response to this pandemic, it is even more necessary to be 

clear about what we mean, and what we don’t mean.  I believe that it is true that 



there are important life lessons to be learned from all of this, but I do not believe 

that God “causes” these kinds of things to “teach us a lesson”.  I believe that God 

is with us all during this terrible time, and, as Paul says in Romans, chapter 8, 

“There is nothing is all creation (and I would add, ‘not even a pandemic’) that can 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.”  As he was dying on the cross, 

Jesus is reported to have said, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me.”  

Even Jesus himself felt forsaken by God in that moment, but in no way do I believe 

that God “sent” Jesus to the cross and to his death in order to teach the world about 

resurrection. 

I have come to realize that I have been skeptical when people have said “there is a 

purpose to everything,” perhaps because some people equate this with “God 

caused this to happen.”  But I came across a piece that was written by Bill Gates in 

which he says that “I’m a strong believer that there is a spiritual purpose behind 

everything that happens, whether that is what we perceive as being good or being 

bad.”  Gates then goes on to offer some of his reflections on the current reality, and 

I would like to share a few of them with you: 

“It (the coronavirus) is reminding us that we are all connected and something that 

affects one person has an effect on another.  It is reminding us that the false 

borders that we have put up have little value as this virus does not need a passport.  

It is reminding us, by oppressing us for a short time, of those in this world whose 

whole life is spent in oppression.” 

“It is reminding us of the shortness of life and of what is most important for us to 

do, which is to help each other, especially those who are old or sick.  Our purpose 

is not to buy toilet roll.” 

“It is reminding us that our true work is not our job, that is what we do, not what 

we were created to do.  Our true work is to look after each other, to protect each 

other and to be of benefit to one another.” 

“It is reminding us of how important our family and home life is and how much we 

have neglected this.  It is forcing us back into our houses so we can rebuild them 

into our home and to strengthen our family unit.” 

“It is reminding us that this Earth is sick.  It is reminding us that we need to look at 

the rate of deforestation just as urgently as we look at the speed at which toilet rolls 

are disappearing off of shelves.  We are sick because our home is sick.” 

It is through reflecting on the deeper meaning of our faith, and connecting to God 

in prayer, that we will continue to be reminded that God is right here with us, 

loving us and supporting us, and calling us to reach out to one another with these 

same gifts of love and care.  By this we can know that, even in this time of 

isolation, we are not alone. 

 

 



Remember, join us if you can to pray together every day at 11:00 a.m.  Use that 

time to connect with God in your own way, or perhaps you might want to use the 

words of the prayer that I send out each Wednesday.  Here is this week’s prayer: 

 

God, whose ways we cannot fathom, and whose love for us is greater than we can 

even comprehend, we come to you in prayer as this pandemic continues to stalk the 

land.  We continue to pray especially for those who are most vulnerable – those 

who have contracted the virus, those who await test results, those who struggle 

with life’s daily realities and difficulties, those who languish in solitude.  We pray 

for patience so that we will have the strength to continue to deal with the current 

reality, and continue to care for one another in whatever ways we are able. 

We pray for your Spirit to move among us, comforting us, calming our panic, and 

helping us to see what is most important.  We are thankful for those who continue 

to work on the front lines of this battle, and who continue to help meet our 

everyday needs even as they put their own health in jeopardy.  Strengthen us to 

continue doing your work, which is the work of sharing your love and care with 

each other, and help us to put our trust and find our hope in your promise to be 

with us always.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


