
Pastoral message #4 

 

We are now in Holy Week, which, for me, is the most significant time in the whole 

church year.  The season of Lent (which for us was severely curtailed this year) is 

the time when we symbolically walk with Jesus on the path that leads to Jerusalem, 

the place where Jesus was crucified.  We had gathered at church for only the first 

two Sundays in Lent, and life as we had known it suddenly became very different.  

In fact, I have to rely on my knowledge of the church calendar to know that this is 

Holy Week, and that Easter is coming up this Sunday, because all of my usual 

“cues” have been absent.  There have been no gatherings at the church to help me 

prepare to celebrate Easter.  I have not even seen any images of coloured eggs or 

Easter bunnies.  Even my own Easter decorations and candles that I have at home 

have not come out yet.  They will come out on Saturday to help me to prepare my 

own home for private Easter celebrations. 

For many of us, the coronavirus will be our Good Friday.  That is to say, this 

pandemic has been a time of death for many, and for those who have not become 

sick, it has been a time of loss in other ways.  Most of us are not allowed to see our 

loved ones.  Many of us live in extreme isolation, very much feeling the effects of 

loneliness.  Even people who thankfully are very much alive seem as if they are 

gone. 

This is the Good Friday world that we have been living in during these past weeks, 

and most if not all of us are looking for signs of new life, some hope that we can 

cling to.  As I reflect on the deeper meaning of Easter, I am reminded of Jesus’ 

disciples who watched him being put to death on a Friday, feeling that their whole 

world had just come crashing down around them.  At this point, they had no idea 

what God was up to, and no inkling of what the coming Sunday would bring.  

Most years, we observe Good Friday as a way of reminding ourselves of that 

experience of Jesus and the early disciples, as a means to truly celebrating “the 

great reversal” that Easter Sunday morning brings.  But no reminders are necessary 

this year – we have all known the Good Friday experience first hand. 

I can imagine how God grieved on the day that his son was put to death on a cross, 

and I know that God grieves with us in our time of loss.  I also know that God is 

with us during this terrible time, and I see God’s presence among us in and through 

the many people who reach out to others with love and caring and support.  I am 

wanting to offer a word of thanks to all those who work tirelessly on behalf of all 

of us:  first responders, medical staff, hospital workers, essential service providers, 

and so many others.  But we must also acknowledge that they ARE getting tired 

and need a rest.  The best way we can help them right now is to continue to do 

what we need to do to keep ourselves and each other safe. 



On the other side of Good Friday, there is always an Easter Sunday.  I won’t say 

more about that right now, because I am currently working on presenting (in some 

form) an Easter service for this Sunday, and you will all be sent information about 

how to access it, so we will be able to celebrate together, just not the way we 

usually do.  And as we find hope in knowing that someday we will be able to be 

together again, we can continue to see and celebrate the signs of new life and new 

hope that are present among us as we prepare to celebrate the season of 

resurrection. 

 

 

I am very thankful for all of you who have committed yourselves to praying 

together each day at 11:00 a.m.  I am able to feel the power of those prayers, and it 

brings me great comfort to know that this is still one of the things we can do 

together, and that it truly makes a difference. 

And now, this week’s prayer: 

God of healing and love, we come to you in prayer very much feeling the effects of 

having to be apart from one another.  Many of us are lonely, many of us live in 

fear, and many of us wonder when new life will come.  Be with us, encourage and 

support us, give us a new sense of hope.  Be with all those who give of themselves 

to the point of exhaustion to help and respond to others.  Be with those who grieve 

the loss of loves ones, especially in this time when many have died in isolation 

without their loved ones around them.  We are thankful for the new ways we have 

found to keep in touch with each other, and for others to reach out to us.  As we 

prepare to celebrate again the glorious season of Easter, help us to take its message 

of hope and new life to heart as we look for signs of the risen Christ in our midst. 

We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


