
Pastoral message #5 

 

We are now in week five of the lockdown, and I know that patience is wearing 

thin.  With each day that passes, we hope that we are getting nearer to the time 

when we can return to normal, but with each day that passes, we hear of more and 

more deaths and more confirmed cases of COVID-19.  In today’s edition of The 

Gazette, it is being reported that Quebec is now the epicentre of the disease in 

Canada, and within Quebec, the island of Montreal is the epicentre.  I am sure we 

are all aware also that seniors’ residences and long-term care facilities are being 

particularly hard-hit.  And it appears that all this is coming even closer to our 

congregation of Summerlea United.  I learned yesterday that a member of our 

congregation, Carolyn Davis, has died of the disease.  According to my 

understanding, she had to go to the hospital for something unrelated to COVID-19, 

but contracted the disease while she was there, and being compromised by various 

health concerns, she died of the disease early yesterday morning.  Please keep her 

family members in your prayers as they deal with this loss, particularly at this 

difficult time.  The family has decided not to attempt to have any sort of memorial 

service at this time, but rather to wait until the crisis is over.  At the appropriate 

time, we will let people know when a memorial will be happening. 

We continue to hold in our prayers all those who have lost loved ones, and all 

those who are “trapped” in places where there is not enough care.  Family 

members of people who are in seniors’ residences were originally banned from 

visiting their loved ones, which was necessary because that is how COVID-19 

began to spread “like wildfire” (says The Gazette) in these facilities.  But now, 

staff and caregivers at these places are overwhelmed, and so a decision has been 

made to begin to let family members in to help care for their loved ones, but this 

could also turn out to be a risky move. 

Every day when I read the paper, there just seems to be more and more bad news.  

But I also want to say that I have been encouraged by the stories that appear almost 

daily of people who are doing extraordinary things to help others, and to ease the 

burden of those who are working on the front lines.  Whenever I walk Ben around 

the neighbourhood, I see all kinds of rainbows in windows.  If you happen to be 

driving by the church on Acadia Avenue, look at the Acadia door and you will see 

a beautiful rainbow that was made by a member of the congregation.  In the Book 

of Genesis, following the story of Noah and the flood, it says that God made a 

covenant to be our God and to love and care for us, and when God sees the 

rainbow, “I will remember the covenant that I have made between me and you.” 

I have thought of that often ever since rainbows started appearing in windows, and 

it reminds me of two things:  that it serves as a reminder that (as it says in Romans, 

chapter 8) “there is nothing in all creation, not even death itself, that can separate 



us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.”  It also reminds me that people are 

committed to providing signs of hope for all of us to help get us through this time.  

And as I said last week, the best thing we can do to help right now is to stay home 

and stay safe as much as you are able.  I know many of you are phoning people 

from the congregation who are alone, and I want to let you know how much that is 

appreciated.  Let’s all continue to help each other through to the end of this, in 

whatever ways we can.  In doing this, we are agents of the love of God for others. 

 

 

As usual, the Summerlea prayer group is joining together “in spirit” (literally!) at 

11:00 each day.  For those who would like a prayer to use if your own words don’t 

come to you, you can pray this prayer with us: 

 

God of covenant love, we thank you that you are always with us, that you will 

always love us, and will always accompany us through all the joys and sorrows of 

our lives.  Help us to hear the words of love and care that you speak to us.  Help us 

to see how we might be helpful to others, because we know that, even though we 

are all in the same situation, some have an even heavier burden to bear than others.  

We pray at this time especially for the family of Carolyn Davis in their time of 

grief.  We pray for all who have lost loved ones, and we pray for those who have 

not been able to get the care they so desperately need. 

We continue to pray also for all those frontline workers providing essential 

services.  May we continue to work to keep each other safe, and may we truly 

appreciate all the many ways that people find to extend caring and love and help to 

those who need it most.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


