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Editorial

While I thoroughly enjoy putting these newsletters together, I would
nonetheless have been very surprised six months ago, when the first
one came out, to discover that Pandemic newsletters were still a
“thing” in November! It’s hard to believe we have been isolating,
wearing masks, frequently washing our hands, and social distancing
for so long!
As I write this, CNN is playing in the background and I am on tenterhooks as the results
trickle in. No, it’s not my country, but as Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau said in
reference to our relationship with the United States: “Living next to you is in some ways like
sleeping with an elephant. No matter how friendly and even-tempered is the beast, if I can call it that, one is
affected by every twitch and grunt.” Sadly, lost in all the election hype, is the news that the U.S. has
surpassed 120,000 daily cases of Covid-19. These are particularly difficult days for Americans
and I am keeping them in my prayers.

A Word from the Minister:
Well, it looks like I’ve been caught in my own trap (even though I
have not actually been “caught”, and there is no “trap”). For
years, I have been decrying the fact that, as soon as Halloween is
over, out comes the Christmas decorations in the stores. And not
even the little bit of snow that fell last night (November 2) could put me in the
mood to start hearing Christmas carols being played over sound systems. But
here I am, writing my piece for the newsletter, the Christmas edition, no less, and
I haven’t even gotten rid of my pumpkin carcasses yet.
But I don’t think there is anyone who remains unaware that, this year, we have to
do things differently; sometimes a little differently, and sometimes completely
differently.
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Way back near the beginning of the COVID pandemic, we were all trying to feel
our way through, trying to come to terms with how the pandemic would change
all of our lives. But after much work behind the scenes, we were able to put
together the first of our on-line services in time for Easter Sunday. But inperson Easter celebrations were not allowed, but I think most of us thought that
this whole COVID thing would be over by the end of the summer. That is, until
the predicted “second wave” came along, and we found ourselves missing out on
Thanksgiving celebrations as well. So it’s looking like our celebration of
Christmas is going to be different this year as well.
Now, I know that I don’t need to remind anyone of what has been happening
since mid-March. I know I don’t need to remind anyone of the occasions we’ve
had to miss out on. But it is now looking like the upcoming Christmas season is
going to suffer the same fate as earlier holidays this year. But if we’ve learning
anything during this pandemic, we’ve learned to focus more on what IS possible,
and not on what isn’t possible. We’re all well versed in what is not possible these
days, so I am trying (and I hope you will join me) to find a way to celebrate what
some consider to be the most important occasion of the year without the usual
things that, up until recently, we simply took for granted.
Christmas, it seems to me, always brings up many memories from the past.
Adults often seem to bring to mind happy memories of Christmas spent with the
family, even if these adults have families of their own now. Christmas celebrated
in the present often seems to involve recalling wonderful memories of Christmas
in the past. And when this is the case, the memories that are most important are
the memories of being together with family and friends, and taking some time
out from everyday events and appreciating the deeper meaning of the season.
This is what ministers have been doing for centuries – trying to get people to
move beyond the “trappings” of Christmas to the stuff that really matters. It is
going to be very difficult, for example, to know that we will not be able to take in
our usually glorious Candlelight service, with all of its beautiful music. I will
probably not be able to go to my brother Philip’s place for Christmas this year,
and that, for me, will be the hardest part of all.
Of course, I am very much aware that there are some who do not have the same
wonderful memories of Christmas past that I have, and there are some who,
regardless of COVID, are having to observe Christmas in a different way (and I
don’t only mean just this year). But when you think about it, there is one overarching thing that ties all of our wonderful past memories of Christmas together,
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and that is something that cannot be taken away or forbidden. It is the love
between family and friends that truly binds us together, and is likely the main
ingredient in all those wonderful memories we have of days gone by. And it all
began with God coming up with a way to show the world how much we are all
loved by God. At Christmastime, I often think of the very first Christmas, and
everything that needed to happen so that Jesus could be born among us. And in
coming to be born as one of us in the person Jesus, God showed us that there is
nothing that could prevent God from sharing a most precious gift with the
world, and to remind of how much we are loved, and the extend that God
would go to in order to show us that love. Neither COVID, nor anything else
the world could throw at us, can ever take that away, and ever since the first
Christmas, we have been sharing that gift and that love with one another, and
that love continues to be the reason we celebrate together. I may not be able to
share in Christmas celebrations with my family this year (and I still hope to be
proven wrong on that one), but our love for each other continues on, and is still
that one thing that will not fade, as our memories of the past almost always do.
So I wish everyone a blessed Christmas, whatever that my look like this year.
And now that I think about it, three days after Halloween just might be the
perfect time to start!
Rev. Scott Patton.

A Trip Down Memory Lane….
We have received correspondence from a former member of Summerlea United – Alan Wright
– along with some pictures from another time. Enjoy the photos and Alan’s accompanying
commentary!
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Dear Summerlea United,

I see an anniversary is coming up and I thought I send you a copy of a photo dating from...I
think...70 years ago and taken in the 'old' Church where the Manse now stands.
I was looking up "Dixie" for some reason this morning and ended up on your site. I am the
little guy in front, looking not so very pleased to be part of the Lachine Messanger's
Thanksgiving set up. My older brother, Ian Wright (deceased) is playing his part beautifully
at the far right. Brother Barry (now in Peterborough) is also 'singing along' as are Reverand
MacFarlane's sons!
We were destined for this set up, no doubt, because we were members of the congregation
very close at hand...130 51st...just four doors south of the old Church. I hope you enjoy my
little trip down memory lane as you celebrate another anniversary.
Alan Wright,
Welland, Ontario

This photo, found in my very first album growing up, shows the twelve year old Summerlea
Sunday School boys after the last class of the year, I guess, because some of us carry our
books recognizing perfect attendance. My teacher, whose name I have forgotten, took the
photo and signed June 1, 1958.
I remember we were assigned Bible verses to memorize every week and I recited them to my
mother as she straightened my tie before I headed off to Sunday School.

Alan
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My wife Marie-Jeanne and I have been sorting photos today and I came across the photo in
its published version, neatly clipped and pasted in an album. But I found another clipping,
more interesting because it was torn out of the paper with less care and therefore gives
context, including the October 11, 1949 publication date in The Montreal Herald (a much
broader readership than the Lachine Messenger) as well as news of record temperatures and
the endless horror of US politics.
Also. The photo is by 'Arless'. The Arless family lived in Dixie and ran a photo studio for
two generations. So the whole Summerlea 'set up' for the posed shot was possible, no doubt,
due to Dixie connections.
Best wishes,
Alan Wright

Remembrance Day
Like many things this year, Remembrance Day will be different. I
always try and attend an outdoor service – seeing the veterans proudly
wearing their medals and laying wreaths is touching and inspiring.
This year, I will have to resort to watching on TV.
I found these interesting facts about Remembrance Day on the Veterans Affairs web site:

10 Quick Facts on... Remembrance Day
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1. Remembrance Day was first observed in 1919 throughout the British Commonwealth.
It was originally called “Armistice Day” to commemorate armistice agreement that
ended the First World War on Monday, November 11, 1918, at 11 a.m.—on the
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month.
2. From 1921 to 1930, Armistice Day was held on the Monday of the week in which
November 11 fell. In 1931, Alan Neill, Member of Parliament for Comox–Alberni,
introduced a bill to observe Armistice Day only on November 11. Passed by the
House of Commons, the bill also changed the name to “Remembrance Day”. The
first Remembrance Day was observed on November 11, 1931.
3. Every year on November 11, Canadians pause in a moment of silence to honour and
remember the men and women who have served, and continue to serve Canada
during times of war, conflict and peace. We remember the more than
2,300,000 Canadians who have served throughout our nation’s history
and the more than 118,000 who made the ultimate sacrifice.
4. The poppy is the symbol of Remembrance Day. Replica poppies are
sold by the Royal Canadian Legion to provide assistance to Veterans.
5. Remembrance Day is a federal statutory holiday in Canada. It is also a statutory
holiday in three territories (Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut) and in six
provinces (British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, New Brunswick, Prince Edward
Island and Newfoundland and Labrador).
6. The national ceremony is held at the National War Memorial in Ottawa. The
Governor General of Canada presides over the ceremony. It is also attended by the
Prime Minister, other government officials, representatives of Veterans’ organizations,
diplomatic representatives, other dignitaries, Veterans as well as the general public.
7. In advance of the ceremony, long columns of Veterans, Canadian Armed Forces
members, RCMP officers, and cadets march to the memorial lead by a pipe band and
a colour guard. At the end of the ceremony, they march away to officially close the
ceremony.
8. Some of the 54 Commonwealth member states, such as Canada, the United Kingdom
and Australia, observe the tradition of Remembrance Day on the eleventh hour of the
eleventh day of the eleventh month. Other nations observe a solemn day but at
different dates. For example, ANZAC Day is observed in New Zealand on April 25.
In South Africa, Poppy Day is marked on the Sunday that falls closest to November
11.
9. Many nations that are not members of the Commonwealth also observe
Remembrance Day on November 11, including France, Belgium and Poland.
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10. The United States used to commemorate Armistice Day on November 11. However,
in 1954 they changed the name to Veterans Day.

How are you doing? The congregation want to know! Please send us your news so
we can share with our church community. Send to:
jane.cowell.poitras@sympatico.ca

Church News
Bazaar:
Because we are still in a red zone, holding any kind of in-person bazaar or sale is
impossible for the foreseeable future. So, WE ARE MOVING OUR BAZAAR
ONLINE! Tourtières, Muir’s Meat Pies, Bread, Pickles and Jellies, Gift Baskets,
among other items, will all be available on our new Web site! Information and
links will be coming to your inbox very soon!
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Thanks to all those who have dropped off books to the
church. Rest assured, that as soon as the Covid-19
rules allow, we will have an in-person sociallydistanced sale! We thank you for your generosity.
A NOTE FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE:

Dear Summerlea United Members,
We hope this message finds you well. We would
like to thank you for your continued support
during this challenging time and appreciate the
effort that those of you who normally contribute through envelopes
are taking to send in your donations by mail or by e-transfer.
Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated in helping us continue
the work of the church in taking care of those in need.
We want you to know we are here for you if there is something you
are in need of or if you would like someone to talk with.
Blessings,
The Finance Committee
Summerlea United Church
Zoom Weekly Coffee Hour
Zoom Weekly Coffee Hour, we would love you to join us for
a weekly coffee hour on Thursdays at 10:00am, so that we
can keep in touch with each other. A link is sent out at the
beginning of each week to your email address.
Please email any suggestions you have for a topic to discuss to
summerlea_united@videotron.ca
If you need any help setting up zoom on your device, please call the office
at 514.634.2651 and Colleen will be pleased to help.
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William Hunter Memorial Fund – November/2020
We appreciate your donation to the William Hunter Memorial Fund which sponsors our
overseas family. We continue to sponsor three children at a cost of $468.00 per child. We
have an annual commitment of $1404.00. The children are Alba Abigail, a 4 year girl from
Paraguay, Santiago, a 5 year old boy also from Paraguay and Noami, a 19 year old girl from
Ghana.
We also contributed $480.00 to Operation Smile which covers the cost of corrective cleft
surgery for two children. Your gift is helping make a difference in the lives of children, families
and communities in the developing countries. All donations are tax deductible.
Thank you for your continued support.
Dale Romagosa

Correspondence
Sinclair Harris received this note from Sheila Laursen with a link to a wonderful
story…
Hi everyone
Wendy Ayotte is one of the members of Bridges Not Borders, the group that has
been helping people when they cross into Canada at Roxham Road. She asked
me for help recently to find one of our refugee seeking women who would be
willing to be interviewed.
I was able to do so, and this is the article that Wendy wrote. I think you will
recognize the wonderful mother and daughter she wrote about, even with the
names changed to protect their identity....
As we know, each family we have met and helped has its own sad and
courageous story - and this is a very moving one. I am happy that we were able
to be of some support and help to the mother and her daughter.
Best wishes,
Sheila
https://the-gleaner.com/a-roxham-road-refugees-story-for-her-daughters-sake/
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A Lovely Poem
Our Church Musician is a woman of many talents! Here is a poem by
Connie that beautifully reflects this time of year:
Cornfield in Autumn
By Connie Osborne
The field lies strangely silent
Like the wake
Of a great party.
Here and there a broken stalk
Lifts on the breeze.
An ear of shrivelled corn rolls to my feet
Like a used cup tossed aside;
Remnants
Of a stately gathering of stalks
That in the summer's heat bent
Back and forth,
Back and forth,
Dropping a whisper in one ear,
A sigh in another,
In muffled conversation.

Books
Having been born in the U.K. to a family that were staunch
monarchists, I have taken great interest in the Royal Family
throughout my life. There are very few royal biographies that
I have not read over the years. There are two new biographies
that have been published in the last month. I have read one –
and I am half-way through the other.
Editor-in-chief of Majesty Magazine, Ingrid Seward, has written an insightful
book about Prince Philip – Prince Philip Revealed – from his birth into both the
Greek and Danish Royal families to his roles as a husband, father, philanderer,
philanthropist and statesman. Well worth the read!
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As I write this, I am about half-way through Battle of Brothers by Robert Lacey,
another well-respected royal biographer. While Lacey has obviously done his
research, this book has a more “gossipy” feel as it tries to untangle the reasons
for the estrangement between Princes William and Harry. So far, I am enjoying
it!

Pandemic Cooking
As the Fall slowly turns to Winter, vegetable soups become a mainstay of my diet.
They are not only comforting, but they offer a vegetarian element to my diet as I
try to eat less meat.
Some of you may know Lachine resident Lucy Stanway – who has a reputation as
an outstanding cook. Lucy shared this recipe with me about 20 years ago, and I
have been making it every Fall since then! One year, my godparents were in Canada
for Thanksgiving, and I served this soup as a first course at Thanksgiving dinner.
My husband, Sébastien, came up with idea of serving it flamboyantly from a
pumpkin! We scooped out the pumpkin innards and filled it with boiling water to
keep it warm and then poured out the water and added the hot soup just before
serving. It created quite an impression!
One word about this soup – the cheese garnish is essential. While it calls for a
mixture of three cheeses, I usually just use Asiago cheese.

Lucy’s Brandied Pumpkin Soup (Serves 4 – 6)
Ingredients












1 (398 ml) can pure pumpkin purée
2 Tablespoons Olive Oil
1 large onion, finely chopped
1 stalk celery, finely chopped
1 small carrot, finely chopped
2 oz. mild Italian pancetta (or bacon), finely chopped
4 Tablespoons Brandy
6 cups chicken stock
6 Tablespoons heavy cream
1 egg yolk
Salt & freshly ground pepper to taste
11

 2 oz. grated Parmesan cheese, 2 oz. Asiago Cheese and 2 oz. grated
white old cheddar cheese
Method
Heat oil in a large saucepan. Add onion, celery, carrot, pancetta, and sauté
until onion and celery are translucent and pancetta is crisp. Stir in brandy
and cook for two minutes. Stir in the chicken stock and pumpkin purée and
bring to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer for 35 minutes. Remove from heat.
Whisk together the egg yolk and cream in a small bowl. Stir in a ladleful of
hot soup into the cream mixture, then slowly add to the soup, stirring
constantly. Add salt and pepper. Serve soup sprinkled with cheese.
Do YOU have any recipes that you would like to share in our next newsletter? If so,
email me at jane.cowell.poitras@sympatico.ca

Smile Corner:
Thanks to Marion Golden for this submission:

God's Wife
Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia once
Talked about a contest he was asked to judge.
The purpose of the
Contest was to find the most caring child.
The winner was:
1. A four-year-old child, whose next door
neighbor was an elderly gentleman, who had recently lost his
wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went into the old
Gentleman's' yard, climbed onto his lap, and just sat there.
When his mother asked him what he had
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said to the neighbor, the little boy just said, 'Nothing, I just
Helped him cry.'
*********************************************
2. Teacher Debbie Moon's first graders were
discussing a picture of a family. One little boy in the picture
had a different hair color than the other members. One of her
students suggested that he was adopted.
A little girl said, 'I know all about
Adoption, I was adopted..'
'What does it mean to be adopted?', asked
another child.
'It means', said the girl, 'that you grew
in your mommy's heart instead of her tummy!'
************************ *********************
3. On my way home one day, I stopped to
watch a Little League baseball game that was being played in a
park near my home. As I sat down behind the bench on the firstbase line, I asked one of the boys what the score was
'We're behind 14 to nothing,' he answered
With a smile.
'Really,' I said. 'I have to say you
don't look very discouraged.'
'Discouraged?', the boy asked with a
Puzzled look on his face...
'Why should we be discouraged? We haven't
Been up to bat yet.'
*********************** **********************
4. Whenever I'm disappointed with my spot
in life, I stop and think about little Jamie Scott.
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Jamie was trying out for a part in the
school play. His mother told me that he'd set his heart on being
in it, though she feared he would not be chosen.
On the day the parts were awarded, I went
with her to collect him after school. Jamie rushed up to her,
eyes shining with pride and excitement.. 'Guess what, Mom,' he
shouted, and then said those words that will remain a lesson to
me....'I've been chosen to clap and cheer.'
*********************************************
5. An eye witness account from New York
City, on a cold day in December,
some years ago: A little boy,
about 10-years-old, was standing before a shoe store on the
roadway, barefooted, peering through the window, and shivering
With cold.
A lady approached the young boy and said,
'My, but you're in such deep thought staring in that window!’
'I was asking God to give me a pair of
shoes,‘ was the boy's reply.
The lady took him by the hand, went into
the store, and asked the clerk to get half a dozen pairs of socks
for the boy. She then asked if he could give her a basin of water
and a towel. He quickly brought them to her.
She took the little fellow to the back
part of the store and, removing her gloves, knelt down, washed
his little feet, and dried them with the towel.
By this time, the clerk had returned with
the socks.. Placing a pair upon the boy's feet, she purchased him
a pair of shoes..
She tied up the remaining pairs of socks
and gave them to him.. She patted him on the head and said, 'No
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doubt, you will be more comfortable now.'
As she turned to go, the astonished kid
caught her by the hand, and looking up into her face, with tears
in his eyes, asked her.
'Are you God's wife?'

COMMUNITY NEWS
Bryson Davis, a member of Union Church in Sainte Anne de Bellevue and a
certified yoga instructor, has two videos on the Merging
Waters Pastoral Charge web site – Yoga and Chair Yoga for
those who are less flexible. Check them out here:
http://mergingwaters.ca/yoga-at-home/
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS WEEKLY ZOOM YOUTH GROUP
(target age high school age, roughly 14-19 yrs) If you, or a young person you
know of would like a place to chat, hang-out, check-in and
see friends from across the regional council, send them the
info for our ZOOM Youth Group, Thursdays at 5:00 pm
EST. Contact Shanna for details about how to connect:
sbernier@unitedchurch.ca Online Children’s Churches – Ongoing Merging
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Waters has all of our members at heart, at this time as all times. As part of a
wider community we are sharing our worships, programs, time, and love with the
world. Other congregations and parts of the church are too. To help support the
spiritual life of the children of the Pastoral charge we sent out resources to help
families engage their children in their faith life during lent. To help faith
communities and families continue to support the spiritual lives of our children
during the COVID-19 pandemic, Shanna Bernier, the Nakonha:ka Regional
Council Program Support Minister for Youth and Young Adults, is offering a
weekly online children’s church service on Facebook Live at 9:00 am on Sundays.
Videos of all past services are available on the Nakonha:ka Regional Council
website: https://nakonhakaucc.ca/programs/youth-young-adult/ To join in the
Facebook Live Children’s Church, go to Shanna’s Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/shanna.bernier 9am Sundays.
Covid-19 Memorial Blanket
Knitters in the congregation may wish to contribute to the
Covid-19 Memorial Blanket that is being put together in
Lindsay, Ontario. They are hoping to receive 10,000
squares to commemorate the individuals who have died
from Covid: https://www.westislandblog.com/videohow-to-knit-a-covid-memorial-blanket-square/
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Diversions
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DEADLINE for our next newsletter is
December 4th. Send your news, recipes, stories, book
reviews and ideas to: jane.cowell.poitras@sympatico.ca
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