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A Word from the Minister:
A Word from the Minister
I am very much aware that this is the second to last piece for the “Spirited
Summerlea” newsletter that I will be writing in my capacity as minister of
Summerlea United Church. This is hardly “news” because we have all
known this moment would be coming ever since I announced my departure
last November, and the time seems to have gone very quickly, as I knew it would. It is not time
quite yet for saying our good-byes, but that time will be here all too soon, and I’m already
preparing myself for that moment, as I also continue to do all the things that need to be done in
preparation for the transition into my retirement.
This latter part of “getting ready”, of course, began back in mid-February as I cleared out many
things from my house to get it ready for a complete interior paint job in preparation for the
showing in the spring. For about six weeks, the painter was at the house during the weekdays, and I found myself trying to work from home amid the chaos, and do social distancing at
the same time. That all worked out rather well. Ron and I developed a good rapport with the
painter, and I actually got quite used to having him around.
But my house was transformed from being “my house” to being on the way to becoming not
my house. All my best possessions went into storage, and a number of things that I once
thought I couldn’t live without were sold to willing buyers, and now these things are being
enjoyed by someone else. That is when I realized that the process of saying good-bye is
actually a long, drawn-out affair that involves leaving one phase of my life behind, while the
next phase is yet to begin. I am very much aware that I am living in the “meantime” – that
space between what was, and will soon be no more, and that which is yet to unfold.
All of this is being done, as always, against the backdrop of living with the COVID pandemic.
When the “second wave” came along after the summer, I felt sure that, by Christmastime, we
would be back together at the church, and I could live out the final half-year of my time at
Summerlea in what had been the usual way. We were told that we could not have gatherings
of family and friends for Thanksgiving, and we were told that was the trade-off so that we could
be together by Christmas. Of course, this did not even come close to being true. We were not
together for Christmas, and, for the second year in a row, we were not together for Easter
either.
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I know that pretty much all of us have our own reasons for wanting this pandemic to be over,
but what we have all had to learn is that we can’t always wait for the pandemic to be over in
order to get on with our lives. At about this time last year, we often heard people saying that
pandemic life is the “new normal”, and indeed, those who got on with things were the ones
who learned how to navigate this “new normal” and to avoid the pitfall of “waiting for it all to be
over.”
Ron and I were asked to be out of the house for the showing on the weekend after Easter, so,
on Good Friday, after the Zoom coffee hour, with the Easter service already recorded and
ready to go for Sunday morning, we headed to my brother’s place, which is just across the
road from where my new house is being built (this is my brother Philip, who is building the new
house along with his son Matt). I was there for a week, knowing that the showing of my
current house was happening, having been told that when I returned on the Monday following
the weekend after Easter, there would likely be multiple offers.
I arrived home on that day to an unexpected surprise. When I left just before Easter, there
were little flower buds popping up out of the ground, but when I returned, the garden was full of
colourful spring flowers. A couple hours later, our real estate agent came to the house with the
aforementioned offers in hand, and that was the beginning of another process that ended with
the sale of the house to a lovely young family who love the house. On that same day, after we
had met at the notary to finalize the sale, my brother phoned to say that, on the following
Monday, they were going to start putting in the footings for the foundation of the new house,
and so that process has officially begun, and what will become my new home is now
underway.
In other words, most of the hard work has been done or is out of my hands, and all that is left
is moving through the final two months of my time at Summerlea. And regardless of the
circumstances, I’m going to make the best of the time that is left, and WE are going to do what
we have to do as we say good-bye to each other and give thanks for the time we have spent
together. But as I said, that will be the subject of my next and final newsletter piece. In the
meantime, stay well, be hopeful, and know that we will not allow this pandemic to defeat us.
Rev. Scott A. Patton.
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Give Us, O Lord, a Bit o' Sun
(Thanks to Connie Osborne for the Submission
A grace used by the Wilson brothers, Brian, Carl and Dennis, better known as the Beach Boys.
It is said to be of British origin.
Give us, Lord, a bit o' sun
A bit o' work and a bit o' fun.
Give us in all the struggle and sputter
Our daily bread and a bit o' butter.
Give us health our keep to make
And a bit to spare for others' sake.
Give us, too, a bit o' song
And a tale and a book to help us along.
Give us, Lord, a chance to be
Our goodly best, brave, wise and free.
Our goodly best for ourselves and others
'Til all folk learn to live as brothers.
Amen.
Source Unknown

Church News
Summerlea Outreach news, April 2021.
Summerlea Outreach committee has been meeting
regularly throughout the pandemic, trying to keep
ourselves busy with various fund raising activities to
help support some of the less fortunate in our
community.
We were thrilled with the results of the recent Easter Bake Sale that netted just over $2000.
Thank you so much to all who participated either by cooking or purchasing or both! It was great
to see some old friends when they came to collect their goodies.
Each year our major fundraiser is usually the Artisan Fair from which we distribute amounts of
$200-$300 to about a dozen local organisations.
This year nearly all charities have suffered during the pandemic, but some have had greater
demands on their services. Following a good discussion we decided to give more money to
fewer organisations as follows:
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 Le Parados, Lachine women’s shelter: $600
 Chez Doris, a Montreal women’s shelter serving mainly
indigenous women: $600
 Kid’s Help Phone Line, taking calls from distressed youth: $600
 L’ouevre Soupe maison, a downtown Lachine soup kitchen that
provides hot lunches and emergency food supplies: $200.
We have tentative plans to hold some more fundraisers during the Spring/Summer as soon as
we are allowed.
Watch for publicity for:
 Annual perennial Plant Sale. Proposed date June 5th (to be confirmed)
 Jigsaw Puzzle Sale. Possibly combined with Plant Sale.
 Book Sale – As soon as we are allowed to have people in Acadia Hall
Our plans for an Outreach Sunday in March 2020 were sidelined by the pandemic. For 2021 we
are hoping to have a member of St Columba House talk to us on a Sunday, possibly during
church service or at a Sunday coffee hour following the church service time. Details will follow.
Sinclair Harris

Making e-transfers
Did you know that you can make e-transfers to Summerlea’s
account? This has already been important for some of the
Outreach Committee’s activities, such as the Bake Sale or the
Christmas Sale. But, funding for some of the regular Outreach
causes has been substantially reduced during the Pandemic. Examples are collections for the
William Hunter Fund or the Food Bank, which normally happen via the collection plates on
Sundays. Of course, we are grateful to everyone who has maintained their support of such
causes, as well as their regular giving for the day to day functioning of the church, but for those
who have found this difficult, we suggest donating via e-transfer to the Summerlea e-mail
address. Many people have already used this to pay for their purchases at the Bake Sale, and
have been surprised and pleased at how easy it was (no cash, no stamp and no cheque charges)!
Should you decide to donate
summerlea_united@hotmail.com

in

this

manner,

the

email

address

is:

Please be sure to indicate in the message what the donation is for, and, if possible, give your
envelope number.
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A Note from
the Pryce
Family

No Time for Silence - 42nd Christian Commemoration of the Shoah - Montreal West
United Church.
This was the service to which Summerlea was invited on April 11th while Scott was away. It
was very moving and if people missed it, it is worth a watch/listen. In remembrance of the
Holocaust
No Time for Silence - 42nd Christian Commemoration of the Shoah - Montreal West United
Church - YouTube
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Zoom Weekly Coffee Hour, we would love you to join us for a
weekly coffee hour on Fridays at 10:00am, so that we can keep
in touch with each other. A link is sent out at the beginning of each
week to your email address. Please email any suggestions you have
for a topic to discuss to summerlea_united@hotmail.com
If you need any help setting up zoom on your device, please call the Office at
514.634.2651 and Colleen will be pleased to help.
Spring Photo Contest
We had lots of beautiful entries for the Spring Photo Contest. I would like to thank the judges –
Richard Kechayan, and John Pinnell and Darroch Robertson from the Teapot Photography
Group. They judged the photos on the theme as well as composition. Thank you to all who
participated.

Pointe-Claire Woods Submitted by Elizabeth Wightman

Easter Crafts submitted by
Barbara Harbert
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Snow in a Spring Garden Submitted by Val Coffin

Jolene the two-hour-old calf submitted by Sheila Hebert
Sheila will be receiving her prize at her home shortly!
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May Holidays
May Day

May Day is a May 1 celebration with a long and varied history, dating back millennia.
Throughout the years, there have been many different events and festivities worldwide, most
with the express purpose of welcoming in a change of season (spring in the Northern
Hemisphere).
In the 19th century, May Day took on a new meaning, as an International Workers’ Day grew
out of the 19th-century labor movement for worker’s rights and an eight-hour workday in the
United States. May Day 2021 will be celebrated on Saturday, May 1, 2021.
The Celts of the British Isles believed May 1 to be the most important day of the year, when
the festival of Beltane was held. This May Day festival was thought to divide the year in half,
between the light and the dark. Symbolic fire was one of the main rituals of the festival, helping
to celebrate the return of life and fertility to the world. When the Romans took over the British
Isles, they brought with them their five-day celebration known as Floralia, devoted to the
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worship of the goddess of flowers, Flora. Taking place between April 20 and May 2, the rituals
of this celebration were eventually combined with Beltane.
Another popular tradition of May Day involves the
maypole. While the exact origins of the maypole
remain unknown, the annual traditions surrounding
it can be traced back to medieval times, and some
are still celebrated today.
Villagers would enter the woods to find a maypole
that was set up for the day in small towns (or
sometimes permanently in larger cities). The day’s
festivities involved merriment, as people would
dance around the pole clad with colorful streamers and ribbons. Historians believe the first
maypole dance originated as part of a fertility ritual, where the pole symbolized male fertility
and baskets and wreaths symbolized female fertility.
The maypole never really took root in America, where May Day celebrations were discouraged
by the Puritans. But other forms of celebrations did find their way to the New World. During the
19th and 20th centuries, May Basket Day was celebrated across the country, where baskets
were created with flowers, candies and other treats and hung on the doors of friends,
neighbors and loved ones on May 1.
The connection between May Day and labor rights began in the United States. During the 19th
century, at the height of the Industrial Revolution, thousands of men, women, and children
were dying every year from poor working conditions and long hours. In an attempt to end these
inhumane conditions, the Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions (which would
later become the American Federation of Labor, or AFL) held a convention in Chicago in 1884.
The FOTLU proclaimed “eight hours shall constitute a legal day’s labor from and after May 1,
1886.”
The following year the Knights of Labor—then America’s largest labor organization— backed
the proclamation as both groups encouraged workers to strike and demonstrate. On May 1,
1886, more than 300,000 workers (40,000 in Chicago alone) from 13,000 business walked out
of their jobs across the country. In the following days, more workers joined and the number of
strikers grew to almost 100,000.
Overall, the protests were peaceful, but that all changed on May 3 where Chicago police and
workers clashed at the McCormick Reaper Works. The next day a rally was planned at
Haymarket Square to protest the killing and wounding of several workers by the police. The
speaker, August Spies, was winding down when a group of officers arrived to disperse the
crowd. As the police advanced, an individual who was never identified threw a bomb into their
ranks. Chaos ensued, and at least seven police officers and eight civilians died as a result of
the violence that day.
The Haymarket Riot, also known as the Haymarket Affair, set off a national wave of
repression. In August 1886, eight men labeled as anarchists were convicted in a sensational
and controversial trial despite there being no solid evidence linking the defendants to the
bombing. The jury was considered to be biased, with ties to big business. Seven of the
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convicted men received a death sentence, and the eighth was sentenced to 15 years in prison.
In the end, four of the men were hanged, one committed suicide and the remaining three were
pardoned six years later.
A few years after the Haymarket Riot and subsequent trials shocked the world, a newly formed
coalition of socialist and labor parties in Europe called for a demonstration to honor the
“Haymarket Martyrs.” In 1890, over 300,000 people protested at a May Day rally in London.
The workers’ history of May 1 was eventually embraced by many governments worldwide, not
just those with socialist or communist influences.
Today, May Day is an official holiday in 66 countries and unofficially celebrated in many more,
but ironically it is rarely recognized in the country where it began, the United States of America.
After the 1894 Pullman Strike, President Grover Cleveland officially moved the U.S.
celebration of Labor Day to the first Monday in September, intentionally severing ties with the
international worker’s celebration for fear that it would build support for communism and other
radical causes. Dwight D. Eisenhower tried to reinvent May Day in 1958, further distancing the
memories of the Haymarket Riot, by declaring May 1 to be “Law Day,” celebrating the place of
law in the creation of the United States.

Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day is a holiday honoring motherhood that is
observed in different forms throughout the world. In the United
States and Canada, Mother’s Day 2021 will occur on Sunday,
May 9.
The American incarnation of Mother’s Day was created by
Anna Jarvis in 1908 and became an official U.S. holiday in
1914. Jarvis would later denounce the holiday’s
commercialization and spent the latter part of her life trying to remove it from the calendar.
While dates and celebrations vary, Mother’s Day traditionally involves presenting moms with
flowers, cards, and other gifts.
Celebrations of mothers and motherhood can be traced back to the ancient Greeks and
Romans, who held festivals in honor of the mother goddesses Rhea and Cybele, but the
clearest modern precedent for Mother’s Day is the early Christian festival known as “Mothering
Sunday.” A major tradition in the United Kingdom, this celebration fell on the fourth Sunday in
Lent and was originally seen as a time when the faithful would return to their “mother church”—
the main church in the vicinity of their home —for a special service. Over time the Mothering
Sunday tradition shifted into a more secular holiday, and children would present their mothers
with flowers and other tokens of appreciation.
Did you know? More phone calls are made on Mother’s Day than any other day of the year.
These holiday chats with Mom often cause phone traffic to spike by as much as 37 percent.
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Whatchamacallit Day!
The long weekend in May has been known by different names here in Quebec. When I was
growing up, it was known as Victoria Day – it is still known as Victoria Day in the rest of
Canada. The holiday began as a celebration to honor Queen Victoria. Victoria Day has been
observed since 1845, and it was officially declared a Canadian federal holiday in 1901 -- the
year of Queen Victoria's death.
The holiday was originally celebrated on May 24, Queen Victoria's actual birthday but an
amendment to the laws of Canada in 1952 established that Victoria Day be observed on the
Monday preceding May 25. When Queen Elizabeth II ascended to the throne in 1952, Victoria
Day became her official birthday in Canada -- even though her actual birthday is April 21.
Canada is the only country that marks the birthday of Queen Victoria with an official holiday, a
practice that even predates the creation of Canada. However, to state the matter more
accurately, not all of Canada marks the Queen's birthday in late May, as Quebec has gone its
own way for nearly a century.
Starting in the 1920s, Victoria Day was marked in some quarters as the Fête de Dollard,
thanks to the efforts of nationalist leaders such as Lionel Groulx, who viewed 17th-century
figure Adam Dollard-des-Ormeaux as a role model to be emulated in the 20th century.
They looked to Dollard because of his role in the 1660 Battle of Long Sault, in which he led an
expedition against the Iroquois along the Ottawa River. Dollard died in the battle, making him
for some a martyr who had given his life to save the fledgling colony being created at VilleMarie (later Montreal). In this context, Dollard could be viewed as a hero whose selflessness
might encourage 20th-century Quebecers to dedicate themselves to their nation.
In order to paint Dollard heroically, it was necessary to ignore the fact that he had ambushed
the Iroquois at Long Sault. By the late 20th century, this aspect of the Dollard story could no
longer be swept aside, due to the growing understanding of the role that settler colonialism
played in dispossessing the Indigenous population of what became Canada. Dollard was no
longer an acceptable figure, leading to "his" holiday being rebranded in Quebec as the Fête
nationale des Patriotes starting in 2003.
The Patriotes told a very different story that harkened back to the early 19th century when
there was a significant movement of Quebecers (or more accurately, Lower Canadians) —
both French and English speaking — who were against arbitrary imperial rule and in favour of
a more democratic government.
The best known Patriote was Louis-Joseph Papineau, who advanced this cause in the Quebec
legislature, until he concluded that it could only succeed through the use of arms, leading to
the failed rebellions of 1837-38.
Despite all these changes, it will always be Victoria Day to me!
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How are you doing? The congregation want to know! Please send us your
news so we can share with our church community. Send to:
jane.cowell.poitras@sympatico.ca

Books
AMERICAN DIRT
by Jeanine Cummins

Lydia Quixano Pérez lives a comfortable life in Acapulco,
Mexico, with her journalist husband, Sebastián, and her
eight-year-old son, Luca. Lydia runs a bookstore and one
day befriends a charming customer, Javier, who appears
to have similar interests in books. However, Javier is
revealed to be the kingpin of a drug cartel.
Sebastián publishes a profile exposing Javier's crimes, who then orders the
slaughter of Sebastián and his family. Lydia and Luca escape the massacre, but
are forced to flee Mexico, becoming two of the countless undocumented
immigrants from Latin America who undertake the dangerous journey to the
United States, taking a treacherous trip on La Bestia north of Mexico City.
Reading this book, it was hard not to draw parallels between its narrative and the
thousands of migrants at the U.S. – Mexico border we see on the daily news.
That being said, this book caused controversy when it was published last
year. Cummins was accused by Latin American writers of exploitation and
inaccuracy in her portrayals of both Mexicans and the migrant experience.

Pandemic Cooking
One of the advantages of reading library books on my iPad, is that I can take
screen shots of recipes when I have cookbooks on loan. That way, I do not have
to photocopy them or write them out by hand. As I am always looking for new
recipes, I often have cookbooks of my virtual shelf. Recently, I took out Hungry
Girl Fast and Easy by Lisa Lillen where I found the following recipe. It is fast,
easy and really tasty!

12

13

14

15

Smile Corner:
Thanks to Barbara Moffat for the submission
PUNS Pun: (noun). a joke exploiting the different possible meanings of a word
or the fact that there are words which sound alike but have different meanings.

A SIGN IN A SHOE REPAIR STORE IN VANCOUVER THAT READ:
"We will heel you
We will save your sole
We will even dye for you."
AT AN OPTOMETRIST’S OFFICE:
"If you don't see what you're looking for, you've come to the right place."
ON A PLUMBER’S TRUCK:
"We repair what your husband fixed.”
On an Electrician's truck:
"Let us remove your shorts."
On another Plumber's truck:
"Don't sleep with a drip. Call your plumber.”
At a Car Dealership:
"The best way to get back on your feet – miss a car payment."
Outside a Muffler Shop:
"No appointment necessary. We hear you coming."
In a Veterinarian's waiting room:
"Be back in 5 minutes. Sit... Stay.."
At the Electric Company:
"We would be delighted if you send in your payment on time. However, if you don't,
YOU will be de-lighted.”
In the front yard of a Funeral Home:
"Drive carefully. We'll wait."
In a Chicago Radiator Shop:
"Best place in town to take a leak."
Sign on the back of a Septic Tank Truck:
"Caution - this truck is full of Political Promises."

Thanks to Dawn Boyes for the submission
Some Places To Visit?
I have been in many places in my life but I've never been in Cahoots. Apparently, you can't
go alone. You have to be in Cahoots with someone.
I've also never been in Cognito. I hear no one recognizes you there.
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I have, however, been in Sane. They don't have an airport; you have to be driven there. I
have made several trips there, thanks to my friends and family.
I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump, and I'm not too much on physical
activity anymore.
I have also been in Doubt. That is a sad place to go and I try not to visit there too often.
I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand firm.
Sometimes I'm in Capable, and I go there more often as I'm getting older.
One of my favourite places to be is in Suspense! It really gets the adrenaline flowing and
pumps up the old heart! At my age I need all the stimuli I can get!
And, sometimes I think I am in Vincible but life shows me I am not.
People keep telling me I'm in Denial but I'm positive I've never been there before!
A thief in Paris stole some paintings from the
Louvre Art Museum:
After careful planning, he got past security,
stole the paintings, and made it safely to his
van...However, he was captured only two
blocks away when his van ran out of gas. When asked
how he could mastermind such a crime and then make
such an obvious error, he replied,
I had no Monet to buy Degas to make the Van Gogh
So I had De Gaulle and nothing Toulouse!
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If you ever feel a little bit stupid, just dig this up and read it again; you'll
begin to think you're a genius..
Thanks to Marion Golden for the submission.

Question: If you could live forever, would you and why?
Answer: "I would not live forever, because we should not live
forever, because if we were supposed to live forever, then we would
live forever, but we cannot live forever, which is why I would not
live forever,"
--Miss Alabama in the 1994 Miss USA contest.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

"Whenever I watch TV and see those poor starving kids all over the
world, I can't help but cry. I mean I'd love to be skinny like that, but
not with all those flies and death and stuff."
--Mariah Carey
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

"Smoking kills. If you're killed, you've lost a very important part of
your life,"
-- Brooke Shields, during an interview to become spokesperson for federal anti-smoking
campaign
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

"I've never had major knee surgery on any other part of my body,"
--Winston Bennett, University of Kentucky basketball forward.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

"Outside of the killings, Washington has one of the lowest crime
rates in the country,"
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--Mayor Marion Barry, Washington , DC
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

"That lowdown scoundrel deserves to be kicked to death by a
jackass, and I'm just the one to do it,"
--A congressional candidate in Texas ..
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

"Half this game is ninety percent mental."
--Philadelphia Phillies manager, Danny Ozark
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

"It isn't pollution that's harming the environment. It's the impurities
in our air and water that are doing it.."
--Al Gore, Vice President
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

"I love California . I practically grew up in Phoenix .."
-- Dan Quayle
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

"We've got to pause and ask ourselves: How much clean air do we
need?"
--Lee Iacocca
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

"The word "genius" isn't applicable in football. A genius is a guy like
Norman Einstein."
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--Joe Theisman, NFL football quarterback & sports analyst.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

"We don't necessarily discriminate. We simply exclude certain types
of people."
-- Colonel Gerald Wellman, ROTC Instructor.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

"Your food stamps will be stopped effective March 2020 because
we received notice that you passed away May God bless you. You
may reapply if there is a change in your circumstances."
--Department of Social Services, Greenville , South Carolina
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

"Traditionally, most of Australia 's imports come from overseas."
--Keppel Enderbery
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

"If somebody has a bad heart, they can plug this jack in at night as
they go to bed and it will monitor their heart throughout the night.
And the next morning, when they wake up dead, there'll be a record."
-- Mark S. Fowler, FCC Chairman
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Feeling smarter yet?
DEADLINE for our next newsletter is April 25th. Send your
news, recipes, stories, book reviews and ideas to:
jane.cowell.poitras@sympatico.ca
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