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A Word from the Minister:
We’re starting to hear some very good news on the COVID pandemic
front. By the time you receive this newsletter, we should be moving from
“red zone” to orange. This will ultimately mean fewer restrictions, and
greater freedoms, as we tentatively move toward resuming the lives we
knew before this all started.
For so many people, perhaps the greatest hardship we have had to deal
with has not been the restrictions we have had to face, but the lack of community. The word
“isolation” has taken on a whole new meaning lately, and we long to return to so many things
that are important to us, one of the most important is to be able to see people again and spend
time with them without feeling the need to wear a hazmat suit.
This is also the time of year when I look forward to my summer holidays at the cottage. It has
been a year of great challenges, and many people are looking forward to a break from work
and enjoying some warm summer weather. When you add to that the prospect of being able
to see family and loved ones again, it’s all starting to look very good.
But, for me and for all of us at Summerlea, this summer will bring with it many other changes.
At the end of this month, I will be retiring after 30 years in ministry. I felt sure that, by the end
of last summer, we would be beginning to move out of pandemic mode, so that, by the time I
was ready to make my announcement about my upcoming retirement, I would at least be able
to spend some time with people “in person” at the church before my retirement date came.
That has not happened, so I find myself bringing 30 years of ministry to a close more in
isolation mode, and not together with all of you with whom I have worked and ministered over
these last 11 years.
But this is part of the reality of these COVID times we are living in, and even though things
seem to be moving in a very good direction as far as moving out of the pandemic is concerned,
we are always reminded that we are not there just yet. We will need to see how things pan out
during the summer, when there will be more in-person gatherings, and public venues begin to
open up. After the summer is over, of course, there will be changes in store for Summerlea.
The Search Committee is diligently working at the task of finding new ministry leadership for
Summerlea, and you will be preparing to greet your new minister, hopefully coinciding with
being able to begin to attend church services in person once again.
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I have no doubts that you will welcome your new minister in the same way that I was
welcomed at the end of the summer in 2010. Barb Moffat was the chair of the Search
Committee when I was called to Summerlea, and I clearly remember a very significant thing
that Barb said at that time. She said that, as you were getting ready to welcome me to
Summerlea, you should also be mindful that there was a congregation in Toronto that was very
sad to see me go. Now it is my turn to be mindful of the grief that I am feeling, and that so
many of you are feeling, as I bring this chapter of my life to a close and begin what is for me,
an exciting new venture.
And so, I give thanks to God for all the wonderful experiences I have shared with you at
Summerlea. I remember the feeling of walking into Summerlea on my first day of work, feeling
the sadness of leaving behind my former congregation, but feeling excited about a whole new
venture that was stretched out before me. I also remember very clearly that Sheila Hebert,
who was then chair of the board, came into my office on that first day and brought me a little
sachet of lavender and a small jar of honey to say “welcome” (that little sachet is still sitting on
my desk!!).
Now, the story repeats itself as I prepare to say good-bye to all of you with much sadness, but
as I also look forward to all that awaits me as I move into my retirement. I feel that God has
called me into this next phase of my life every bit as much as I felt that God called me to
ministry at Summerlea 11 years ago, and I also believe that you will continue to respond to
God’s call to you at Summerlea as you continue being the church together.
My years of ministry at Summerlea are drawing to a close, but the ministry of Summerlea will
go on, and you will continue to be a loving and welcoming presence for all people as you move
into all that God has in store for you. So, thank you for 11 wonderful years. Thank you for all
the ways that each of you has been a part of the ministry we have shared. And, especially,
thank you to George, Connie, and Colleen, the very best staff colleagues I could have ever
hoped for. May God bless you, and bless the work you will continue to do together in the
years to come.
Rev. Scott A. Patton.

Church News
Plant Sale
The morning of June 5th was warm and sunny, and a nearly perfect day to
hold a plant sale!
Because of Covid restrictions we were unable to hold our annual plant
sale at the church and for the second year moved it to Pointe-Claire
outside the home of Dik and Sinclair Harris. It was well attended by church
members, happy for a chance to socialise, by some of Summerlea's
neighbours, who had seen the (small) posters around the church and by folk
from the Pointe-Claire who had seen the sign on Sinclair's lawn. We were careful with social
distancing, and everyone was wearing a mask.
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Thank you to all who donated plants and of course to those of you who
bought plants and squirrel tables. Thank you also to Barb Moffat who
donated a lovely Peace Lily that went to Don Duncan as the highest bidder.
As of 3:30pm on June 7th, a total of $755 has been raised and will go to
support the Dominique literacy Program in Haiti. Thank you all!

Christmas Bazaar
It is looking hopeful that there might be an in person Christmas bazaar this
year - or maybe we will do a hybrid model of on-line and in person.
Whatever format we hope you will start thinking about it over the
summer. Following the success of the on-line Easter Bake Sale, we would
like to conduct a short survey to solicit some feedback from you about
variety, quantities, and distribution. Watch for a link to follow near
the end of June.
If you are interested in making jams or pickles, Sinclair has quite a
large supply of jars that have been donated as folk have cleaned out
their basements. Just call or e-mail and they will be delivered

BIG NEWS! SAVE THE DATE!
The Executive Board met on June 14th and approved calling a
meeting of the congregation on Monday, June 28th at 7 p.m. via
Zoom. At that time, Mary Reynolds, and the rest of the Search
Committee, will propose the calling of a new minister. Rev. Darryl
Macdonald will oversee the meeting.
The following is the link for the Zoom Congregational Meeting.
Please note that those without a computer or a smart device can join by phone.
The contact information for joining by phone is provided below.
Darryl Macdonald is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Summerlea Search Committee
By Computer:
Zoom Meeting Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84259878402?pwd=RW5iQVloTFZFVUsrSUdsM0w3T
FRoUT09
By Phone:
438 809 7799

Meeting ID: 842 5987 8402 Passcode: 795068

One tap mobile
+14388097799,,84259878402#,,,,*795068#
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Baptism
On June 19th, Rev Scott
celebrated the baptism of Faith
Haque, daughter of Heather Sue
McCann and Daniel Haque.
Rev Bill Jay, a close family friend,
began the celebration with a few
words to family and friends,
before Rev Scott welcomed Faith
into God’s family and the Christian faith.

Sad News…
We are very saddened to bring you the news
that Gordon MacKay, died peacefully on Saturday
morning, June 19th at the Lachine Hospital. Our
sincere condolences go out to Wendy and their
family. We ask that you pray for Wendy during this
difficult time as she herself remains in hospital.

Summerlea Summer Used Book Sale & Movie Sale Fundraiser
July 8th, 9th and 10th from 10:00am until 2:00pm
Adult Fiction
Children’s books
Magazines
Old Si-Fi pocket books
Movies (DVD’s)
The sale will take place in Acadia and St-Andrew’s Halls.
Limited number of people allowed at one time.
Please wear a mask.
Wide selection of slightly used “fiction” books at great bargain prices!
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Bingo Lachine has re-opened their doors as of
June14th and are open daily from 1:00pm-7:00pm.
We would like to thank Bingo Lachine for their
continued support of Summerlea United Church.

Prayer*
God of all generations, we know there is a time for all things; a time to plant and
a time to uproot. We give you thanks for all your blessings and for the many ways
you provide for us throughout the seasons of our lives.
We ask that you be present today especially with Scott as he concludes his
active ministry among us. We give thanks that your gentle spirit stirred him to
consider his calling many years ago, and we celebrate the vision that has
sustained him through his long service as a minister of your Word.
By your grace he has carried out the work to which you called him, being
comforted, and strengthened by you along the way. Your living waters have
nurtured him so that he could make real the love of Jesus in word and in deed.
We rejoice that Summerlea was blessed with Scott’s ministry these past 11
years.
Be with Scott and Ron as they continue to live your word beyond their time of
active service. Bless them with many years of joyful living as they move from our
midst. We also ask your presence with the people of Summerlea as we approach
a new chapter in our life as a congregation of faith. May we uphold our mission to
serve you, our community and our world with hope, joy, reverence, and
thanksgiving.
Amen
*This beautiful prayer was written by Barbara Moffat to open the last Board
Meeting. Many members of the Executive Board asked that it be shared with the
congregation.
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The Summer

June Holidays
Father’s Day
For centuries, the Eastern Orthodox Church has appointed the second Sunday before Nativity
as the Sunday of the Forefathers to commemorate the ancestors of Christ according to the
flesh, starting with Adam and emphasizing the Patriarch Abraham, to whom God said,
In thy seed shall all of the nations of the earth be blessed
— Genesis 12:3, 22:18
This feast can fall between December 11 and 17. This feast includes the ancestors of the
Mary, mother of Jesus and various prophets. A customary day for the celebration of fatherhood
in Catholic Europe is known to date back to at least 1508. It is usually celebrated on March 19,
as the feast day of Saint Joseph, who is referred to as the fatherly Nutritor Domini ("Nourisher
of the Lord") in Catholicism and "the putative father of Jesus" in southern European tradition.
This celebration was brought to the Americas by the Spanish and Portuguese. The Catholic
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Church actively supported the custom of a celebration of fatherhood on St. Joseph's Day from
either the last years of the 14th century or from the early 15th century, apparently on the
initiative of the Franciscans.
In the Coptic Orthodox Church, the celebration of fatherhood is also observed on St Joseph's
Day, but the Copts observe this on July 20. The Coptic celebration may date back to the fifth
century.
In addition to Father's Day, International Men's Day is celebrated in many countries on
November 19 in honor of both men and boys. Father's Day was inaugurated in the United
States in the early 20th century to complement Mother's Day in celebrating fathers, fathering,
and fatherhood.
Its first celebration was in the Spokane YMCA on June 19, 1910 suggested by Sonora Smart
Dodd. Her father, the Civil War veteran William Jackson Smart, was a single parent who raised
his six children there. After hearing a sermon about Anna Jarvis's Mother's Day at Central
Methodist Episcopal Church in 1909, she told her pastor that fathers should have a similar
holiday honoring them. Although she initially suggested June 5, her father's birthday, the
pastors of the Spokane Ministerial Alliance did not have enough time to prepare their sermons,
and the celebration was deferred to the third Sunday of June.
It did not have much success initially. In the 1920s, Dodd stopped promoting
the celebration because she was studying in the Art Institute of Chicago, and it
faded into relative obscurity, even in Spokane. In the 1930s Dodd returned to
Spokane and started promoting the celebration again, raising awareness at a
national level. She had the help of those trade groups that would benefit most
from the holiday, for example the manufacturers of ties, tobacco pipes, and any
traditional present to fathers. Since 1938, she had the help of the Father's Day
Council, founded by the New York Associated Men's Wear Retailers to
consolidate and systematize the commercial promotion. Americans resisted
the holiday during a few decades, perceiving it as just an attempt by merchants
to replicate the commercial success of Mother's Day, and newspapers
frequently featured cynical and sarcastic attacks and jokes. However, the trade
groups did not give up: they kept promoting it and even incorporated the jokes
into their adverts, and they eventually succeeded. By the mid-1980s the Father's Council wrote
that "Father's Day has become a Second Christmas for all the men's gift-oriented industries."
A bill to accord national recognition of the holiday was introduced in Congress in 1913. In
1916, President Woodrow Wilson went to Spokane to speak in a Father's Day celebration and
wanted to make it official, but Congress resisted, fearing that it would become commercialized.
US President Calvin Coolidge recommended in 1924 that the day be observed by the nation
but stopped short of issuing a national proclamation. Two earlier attempts to formally recognize
the holiday had been defeated by Congress. In 1957, Maine Senator Margaret Chase Smith
wrote a proposal accusing Congress of ignoring fathers for 40 years while honoring mothers,
thus "[singling] out just one of our two parents”. In 1966, President Lyndon B. Johnson issued
the first presidential proclamation honoring fathers, designating the third Sunday in June as
Father's Day. Six years later, the day was made a permanent national holiday when President
Richard Nixon signed it into law in 1972.
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National Indigenous Peoples Day
National Indigenous Peoples Day, 21 June, is an official day of celebration to recognize and
honour the achievements, history and rich cultures of First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples in
Canada. This day has been celebrated as a statutory territorial holiday in the Northwest
Territories since 2001 and in the Yukon since 2017.
Celebrated in Canada every 21 June, National Indigenous Peoples Day is an official day of
celebration to recognize and honour the heritage, cultures and valuable contributions to society
by First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples. National Indigenous Peoples Day is the same day as
the summer solstice (the longest day of the year) and was chosen for its important symbolism
to many Indigenous peoples.
In 1982, the National Indian Brotherhood (now the
Assembly of First Nations) first suggested establishing
“National Aboriginal Solidarity Day” as a day of recognition.
In 1990, Quebec became the first province or territory to
establish 21 June as a day to celebrate Indigenous culture.
Tensions between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples
in 1990 and 1995 (see Ipperwash Crisis) led to renewed
calls for a national day of recognition. The Sacred
Assembly, a national meeting of Aboriginal and nonAboriginal spiritual leaders organized by Elijah Harper in 1995, encouraged the federal
government to establish “National First Peoples Day” as a day of unity and acknowledgment.
The Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples also recommended establishing a national day
of recognition in their report, released in 1996.
On 13 June 1996, Governor General Roméo LeBlanc announced the government’s intention to
have an annual, national celebration of Indigenous peoples. Later that month, on the 21st,
Canada celebrated its first National Aboriginal Day.
In 2009, the House of Commons unanimously passed a motion to make the month of June
National Aboriginal History Month (now National Indigenous History Month). This month-long
awareness campaign highlights Indigenous history and cultures as well as contemporary
issues in Indigenous communities across the country.
On 21 June 2017, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced plans to change the name of
National Aboriginal Day to National Indigenous Peoples Day, reflecting a national and
international preference for the term Indigenous, rather than Aboriginal, in most cases.
Some people, especially those in Indigenous communities, have called on the federal
government to make National Indigenous Peoples Day a statutory holiday. Action #80 of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission report calls on the federal government to establish a
statutory holiday — National Day for Truth and Reconciliation — to recognize the dark legacy
of residential schools and to honour the survivors. Whether National Indigenous Peoples Day
should become the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, or whether Canada should
recognize two (or any) statutory holidays honouring Indigenous peoples, is still a matter of
public debate.
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Saint-Jean-Baptiste Day/La Fête Nationale
St John the Baptist Day is a holiday celebrated on June 24 in Quebec and by French
Canadians across Canada and the United States. It was brought to Canada by French settlers
celebrating the traditional feast day of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist. It was declared a
public holiday in Quebec in 1925, with publicly financed events organized province-wide by a
The feast day of Saint John the Baptist or Midsummer was a very popular event in the Ancien
Régime of France, and it is still celebrated as a religious feast day in several countries, like
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Estonia, Spain, Latvia and Lithuania. The tradition landed
in Canada with the first French colonists. The first mention of celebrations of Saint-JeanBaptiste in North America dates back to 1606, when settlers en route to the future Acadia
rested on the coast of Newfoundland, June 23.
The second mention of celebrations, according to the Jesuit Relations, occurred on the banks
of the Saint Lawrence River on the evening of June 23, 1636, with a bonfire and five cannon
shots. In Lower Canada, the celebration of the nativity of St. John the Baptist took a patriotic
tone in 1834 on the initiative of one of the founders of the newspaper La Minerve, Ludger
Duvernay, who would later become the first president of the Saint-Jean-Baptiste Society. In the
spring of 1834, Duvernay and other patriotes attended the celebrations of the first St. Patrick's
Day, the celebration of the Irish diaspora, in Montreal. This would give him and others the idea
of organizing something similar for all the Canadiens and their friends.
The celebration recurred in 1835, 1836, 1837.
Following the defeat of the insurrectional movement
during the Lower Canada Rebellion and the military
repressions which followed, the day was not
celebrated for several years. The celebrations were
supported by the Catholic Church and were primarily
religious around that time. The lighting of bonfires, a
traditional custom on the Nativity of Saint John which
ultimately reached back to pre-Christian Midsummer
celebrations were still lit at night. In addition, the first Saint-Jean-Baptiste parades were
organized. They became an important tradition over time. The procession of allegorical floats
was introduced in 1874.
On June 24, 1880, the Saint-Jean-Baptiste Society organized the gathering of all francophone
communities across North America. The event was the first National Congress of French
Canadians (Congrès national des Canadiens français). On this occasion, the citizens of
Quebec City were the first ones to hear the "Ô Canada" of Calixa Lavallée, based on a poem
by a Quebec Superior Court judge, Adolphe-Basile Routhier. The song was commissioned by
the Saint-Jean-Baptiste Society. It was well received but did not become a widely known song
for many years. English words were later written for a royal tour in 1901. In 1980, "O Canada"
became the official national anthem of Canada.
In 1908, Pope Pius X designated St. John the Baptist as the patron saint of French Canadians.
From 1914 to 1923 the processions were not held. In 1925, 91 years after the Ludger
Duvernay's banquet in Montreal, June 24 became provincially a legal holiday in Quebec. In
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Quebec, June 24 (Saint-Jean-Baptiste Day), or La Fête Nationale, is officially a paid statutory
public holiday covered under the Act Respecting Labour Standards. By making it a statutory
holiday, the day became a holiday for all Quebecers rather than only those of FrenchCanadian or Catholic origins. Celebrations were gradually secularized. Many festivities take
place on the night before the holiday proper.

JULY

Canada Day
Canada Day is the national day of Canada. A federal statutory holiday, it celebrates the
anniversary of Canadian confederation which occurred on July 1, 1867, with the passing of the
Constitution Act, 1867 where the three separate colonies of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New
Brunswick were united into a single Dominion within the British Empire called Canada.
Originally called Dominion Day (French: Le Jour de la Confédération), the holiday was
renamed in 1982 when the Canadian Constitution was patriated by the Canada Act 1982.
Canada Day celebrations take place throughout the country, as well as in various locations
around the world attended by Canadians living abroad.
Canada Day is often informally referred to as "Canada's birthday", particularly in the popular
press. However, the term "birthday" can be seen as an oversimplification, as Canada Day is
the anniversary of only one important national milestone on the way to the country's full
independence, namely the joining on July 1, 1867, of the colonies of Canada, Nova Scotia,
and New Brunswick into a wider British federation of four provinces (the colony of Canada
being divided into the provinces of Ontario and Quebec upon Confederation). Canada became
a "kingdom in its own right" within the British Empire commonly known as the Dominion of
Canada. Although still a British colony, Canada gained an increased level of political control
and governance over its own affairs, the British parliament and Cabinet maintaining political
control over certain areas, such as foreign affairs, national defence, and constitutional
changes. Canada gradually gained increasing independence over the years, notably with the
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passage of the Statute of Westminster in 1931, until finally becoming completely independent
with the passing of the Constitution Act, 1982 which served to fully patriate the Canadian
constitution.
Under the federal Holidays Act, Canada Day is observed on July 1, unless that date falls on a
Sunday, in which case July 2 is the statutory holiday. Celebratory events will generally still take
place on July 1, even though it is not the legal holiday. If it falls on a weekend, businesses
normally closed that day usually dedicate the following Monday as a day off.

The enactment of the British North America Act, 1867 (today called the Constitution Act, 1867),
which confederated Canada, was celebrated on July 1, 1867, with the ringing of the bells at the
Cathedral Church of St. James in Toronto and "bonfires, fireworks and illuminations,
excursions, military displays and musical and other entertainments", as described in
contemporary accounts. On June 20 of the following year, Governor General the Viscount
Monck issued a royal proclamation asking for Canadians to celebrate the anniversary of
Confederation. However, the holiday was not established statutorily until May 15, 1879, when it
was designated as Dominion Day, alluding to the reference in the British North America Act to
the country as a dominion. The holiday was initially not dominant in the national calendar; any
celebrations were mounted by local communities and the governor general hosted a party at
Rideau Hall. No larger celebrations were held until 1917, and then none again for a further
decade—the gold and diamond anniversaries of Confederation, respectively.
In 1946, Philéas Côté, a Quebec member of the House of Commons, introduced a private
member's bill to rename Dominion Day as Canada Day. The bill was passed quickly by the
lower chamber but was stalled by the Senate, which returned it to the Commons with the
recommendation that the holiday be renamed The National Holiday of Canada, an amendment
that effectively killed the bill.
Beginning in 1958, the Canadian government began to orchestrate Dominion Day
celebrations. That year, then Prime Minister John Diefenbaker requested that Secretary of
State Ellen Fairclough put together appropriate events, with a budget of $14,000. Parliament
was traditionally in session on July 1, but Fairclough persuaded Diefenbaker and the rest of
the federal Cabinet to attend. Official celebrations thereafter consisted usually of Trooping the
Colour ceremonies on Parliament Hill in the afternoon and evening, followed by a mass band
concert and fireworks display. Fairclough, who became Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration, later expanded the bills to include performing folk and ethnic groups. The day
also became more casual and family oriented. Canada's Centennial in 1967 is often seen as
an important milestone in the history of Canadian nationalism and in Canada's maturing as a
distinct, independent country, after which Dominion Day became more popular with average
Canadians. Into the late 1960s, nationally televised, multi-cultural concerts held in Ottawa were
added and the fête became known as Festival Canada. After 1980, the Canadian government
began to promote celebrating Dominion Day beyond the national capital, giving grants and aid
to cities across the country to help fund local activities.
The holiday was officially renamed as a result of a private member's bill that was passed
through the House of Commons on July 9, 1982, two years after its first reading. Only 12
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Members of Parliament were present when the bill was taken up again, eight fewer than the
necessary quorum; however, according to parliamentary rules, the quorum is enforceable only
at the start of a sitting or when a member calls attention to it.The group passed the bill in five
minutes, without debate, inspiring "grumblings about the underhandedness of the process”. It
met with stronger resistance in the Senate. Ernest Manning argued that the rationale for the
change was based on a misperception of the name and George McIlraith did not agree with
the manner in which the bill was passed, urging the government to proceed in a more
"dignified way". However, the Senate did eventually pass the bill, regardless. With the granting
of Royal Assent, the holiday's name was officially changed to Canada Day on October 27,
1982.
Canada Day coincides with Memorial Day in Newfoundland and Labrador, with memorials
typically held in the morning of July 1.
As the anniversary of Confederation, Dominion Day, and later Canada Day, was the date set
for a number of important events, such as the first national radio network hookup by the
Canadian National Railway (1927); the inauguration of the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation's cross-country television broadcast, with Governor General Vincent Massey's
Dominion Day speech from Parliament Hill (1958); the flooding of the Saint Lawrence Seaway
(1958); the first colour television transmission in Canada (1966); the inauguration of the Order
of Canada (1967); and the establishment of "O Canada" as the country's national anthem
(1980). During the 150th anniversary of Canada in 2017, the Bank of Canada released a
commemorative $10 banknote for Canada's sesquicentennial. Other events fell on the same
day coincidentally, such as the first day of the Battle of the Somme in 1916—shortly after
which Newfoundland recognized July 1 as Memorial Day to commemorate the Newfoundland
Regiment's heavy losses during the battle —and the enactment of the Chinese Immigration Act
in 1923—leading Chinese-Canadians to refer to July 1 as Humiliation Day and boycott
Dominion Day celebrations until the act was repealed in 1947.
Canada Day also coincides with Quebec's Moving Day, when many fixed-lease apartment
rental terms expire. The bill changing the province's moving day from May 1 to July 1 was
introduced in 1973, in order not to affect children still in school in the month of May.

Books
I was chatting with my Dad recently and he informed me that he was reading Darwin’s Origin
of the Species! Curious, I asked him what ever prompted him to read such a book. He told me
he is on a “Classics Kick”, filling in the gaps in his reading, and re-reading books he had
enjoyed in his younger years.
The thought occurred to me, that many of us have gaps in our reading. For instance, I have not
read all of Shakespeare’s plays nor much in the way of Russian Literature, nor anything by
Margaret Atwood. I am sure I am not alone! One of the advantages of reading the classics is
that most of them are in the public domain (i.e. the copyright has expired) and they can be had
for free on many online libraries.
So to inspire myself (and you!), I researched lists of “must read” books. Reading outdoors is
one of the great pleasures of summer in a comfy chair or a hammock.
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The June 2021 Harper’s Bazaar had this to say: "But while there are many, many novels out
there to enjoy, some are considered arguably greater or more important than others - whether
for their excellent prose, thought-provoking storylines or the boundaries they broke at the time
of publishing. To give yourself a good literary grounding, we've narrowed it down to 10 mustread novels that everyone should experience at some point in their lifetime - many of which are
still included on school reading lists today.
1. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
2. Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
3. Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov
4. Lord of the Flies by William Golding
5. The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
6. The Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger
7. Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë
8. Lady Chatterley's Lover by DH Lawrence
9. The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood
10. The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald
The Guardian, in 2017, compiled a list of the best 100 non-fiction choices. Here are the top 20
of that list:
1. The Sixth Extinction by Elizabeth Kolbert (2014)
2. The Year of Magical Thinking by Joan Didion (2005)
3. No Logo by Naomi Klein (1999)
4. Birthday Letters by Ted Hughes (1998)
5. Dreams from My Father by Barack Obama (1995)
6. A Brief History of Time by Stephen Hawking (1988)
7. The Right Stuff by Tom Wolfe (1979)
8. Orientalism by Edward Said (1978)
9. Dispatches by Michael Herr (1977)
10. The Selfish Gene by Richard Dawkins (1976)
11. North by Seamus Heaney (1975)
12. Awakenings by Oliver Sacks (1973)
13. The Female Eunuch by Germaine Greer (1970)
14. Awopbopaloobop Alopbamboom by Nik Cohn (1969)
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15. The Double Helix by James D Watson (1968)
16. Against Interpretation by Susan Sontag (1966)
17. Ariel by Sylvia Plath (1965)
18. The Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan (1963)
19. The Making of the English Working Class by EP Thompson (1963)
20. Silent Spring by Rachel Carson (1962)

Cooking
It’s that time of year when fresh products show up in local public markets and even supermarkets
– or even in the garden for those lucky enough to be able to grow their own. Tonight, I am having
fresh Quebec strawberries and whipped cream for dessert. On the weekend, I made a RhubarbStrawberry Crisp and this amazing salad that is a meal in a bowl:

Strawberry Salad:


2 cups ripe strawberries



8 cups mixed salad greens



1/2 red onion



⅓ cup sliced almonds or pecan pieces



⅓ cup feta cheese crumbles (I used goat cheese)



Fresh ground black pepper

For the balsamic vinaigrette


2 tablespoons aged balsamic vinegar



2 tablespoons Dijon mustard



2 tablespoons maple syrup (or honey)



¼ teaspoon kosher salt



6 tablespoons olive oil
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Smile Corner:
Thanks to Dawn Boyes for passing on these..
Who would have thought that one day we could all be smoking weed at a
family gathering and that the illegal part would be the family gathering?!

Church announcements:
1. The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes meals.
2. Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items for re-cycling. Proceeds will
be used to cripple children.
3. Sermon this morning: Jesus walks on the water. Service tonight: Searching for Jesus.
4. Don’t let worry kill you off. Let the church help.
Recently a routine police patrol parked outside a bar in Charleston SC.
After last call the officer noticed a man leaving the bar so apparently intoxicated that he could
barely walk. The man stumbled around the parking lot for a few minutes, with the officer quietly
observing.
After what seemed an eternity in which he tried his keys on five different
vehicles, the man managed to find his car and fall into it. He sat there for a
few minutes as a number of other patrons left the bar and drove off. Finally
he started the car, switched the wipers on and off: it was a fine, dry
summer night, flicked the blinkers on and off a couple of times, honked the
horn, and then switched on the lights. He moved the vehicle forward a few
inches, reversed a little, and then remained still for a few more minutes as
some more of the other patrons' vehicles left.
At last, when his was the only car left in the parking lot, he pulled out and drove slowly down
the road. The police officer, having waited patiently all this time, now started up his patrol car,
put on the flashing lights, promptly pulled the man over and administered a breathalyser test.
To his amazement, the breathalyser indicated no evidence that the man had consumed any
alcohol at all! Dumbfounded, the officer said, "I'll have to ask you to accompany me to the
police station. This breathalyser equipment must be broken."
"I doubt it", said the proud Southern man. "Tonight I'm the designated decoy."
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A nice, calm, and respectable lady went into the pharmacy, walked up to the pharmacist,
looked straight into his eyes, and said, “I would like to buy some cyanide.”
The pharmacist asked, “Why in the world do you need cyanide?”
The lady replied, “I need it to poison my husband.”
The pharmacist’s eyes got big and he exclaimed, “Lord have mercy! I cannot give you cyanide
to kill your husband. Absolutely not! You CANNOT have any cyanide!”
The lady reached into her purse and pulled out a picture of her husband in bed with the
pharmacist’s wife. The pharmacist looked at the picture and said, “You didn’t tell me you had a
prescription.”

Celebrating Fathers with Dad Jokes
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Thanks for almost everything, Dad."
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Next Newsletter Deadline:
August 27th Please submit your jokes, stories and news to
jane.cowell.poitras@sympatico.ca
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