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Unless you are an avid skier, it is hard to get excited about winter.  Snow to shovel, slippery sidewalks to navigate and enormous heating bills to pay.  All adult concerns.  Children on the other hand see this season an entirely different way.  They watch in wonder the  icicle family growing from the eaves troughs, the intricate pictures etched on the windows by Jack Frost and of course the endless possibilities of snow…
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Our family was driving home recently and while sitting in the car waiting for the light to change, we noticed a little girl and her mother waiting for the bus.  It was snowing and little girl was dressed in a dark brown snowsuit with a fur trimmed hood.  She had mitts attached to a string around her neck but wasn’t wearing them.  As I watched her, she stuck out her tongue to catch a snowflake.  She must have liked what it tasted like because I then saw her little fingers reach out to carefully pick off a snowflake from the sleeve of her jacket and put it in her mouth.  Back and forth went her hand, delicately picking up each one and eating it.  We watched her in delight and chuckled all the way home.   Ah to be young again and discovering the magic and joy of eating snowflakes!  

As winter gasps its last, let us take pleasure in what God has provided.  Try to look past things that are unpleasant and cause us to complain and instead focus on enjoying the many blessings we have – even the wonder of snow!





Susan Hawke

Calendar

March

02
Fri
11 am
World Day of Prayer






at St. Paul’s Anglican

04
Sun
10:30 am
Lent 2 with communion

07
Wed.
7:30pm
Lenten Study Group

08
Thu
1:30 pm
Worship/Memb.mtg.

11
Sun
10:30 am
Lent 3

13
Tue
12:30 pm
Serendipity Mtg.

14
Wed.
7:30pm
Lenten Study Group
15
Thu
7:30pm
Outreach Mtg.

20
Tue
7:30 pm
Executive Bd. Mtg.

18
Sun
10:30 am
Lent 4 Food Sunday

18
Sun
3pm
Concerto Della Donna

21
Wed.
7:30pm
Lenten Study Group

25
Sun
10:30 am
Lent 5 
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Wed.
7:30pm
Lenten Study  Group

April

1
Sun
10:30 am
Palm Sunday

5
Thu
6pm
Maundy Friday

6 
Fri


Good Friday

8
Sun
7am
Sunrise Service



10:30 am
Easter Sunday 





with Communion

10
Tue
12:30 pm
Serendipity Mtg.

15
Sun
10:30am
Food Sunday

22
Sun
10:30am
Sunday Worship





“100 mile” luncheon

28

10-3pm
Artisan Fair & Book Sale
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A Word from the Minister

Just a few days ago, I returned from my “study leave” time, having spent a week at Five Oaks Centre near Paris, Ontario.  Five Oaks is a United Church education and retreat centre, a place that has been near and dear to my heart for many years.  I attended a spiritual retreat for men that I have been a part of for twelve years now, and this most recent event was everything I needed it to be in terms of spiritual renewal and personal development.  I know this is already sounding like those essays we all wrote when we were in grade school, entitled “What I Did on My Summer Vacation”, but my goal is not just to report to you how I spent my official leave time.  I’m telling you this because I would like to share with you in some small way what a profound and renewing time this was for me, and to encourage you all to take advantage of the many opportunities we have to “feed our souls” and deepen our relationship with God.

This is essentially what the season of Lent is all about, and I believe we can observe this season in a way that can lift us beyond ourselves and our everyday routines, and into a fuller and deeper experience of God’s presence in our lives.  These opportunities are always before us, yet it is surprising how many of us miss them on a regular basis.  One of the reasons we miss this opportunity has to do with our preconceived notions of what Lent is all about.  For too many of us, Lent has not been a welcome observance because it has too often been associated with images of not being good enough, not being faithful enough, and not being worthy of the love of God.

Mental health experts have long told us about the devastating effects of low self-esteem.  Sadly, some people can only see the season of Lent in a way that makes them feel badly about themselves, or they ignore it all together because they do not want to spent time making a “laundry list” is their spiritual faults and shortcomings.  Still others feel that denying themselves in some way will help bring them closer to God, but I’m not sure that most people find this a helpful exercise.  I know that, when I deny myself something I really like, I usually just become cranky, not closer to God.

Ironically, the greatest benefits I gleaned from my spiritual retreat time was not in the group as we shared insights and personal reflections with each other, but rather it happened for me more in between group sessions when I would go for long walks on the nature trails that meander through the woods on the Five Oaks property.  It was there, with nothing but trees and birds and my own deep thoughts to spend time with, that I found myself transported to a place where I could feel the real presence of God in my life in a way that is all too rare for me.  I know most people erroneously think that because I am a minister, I can spend all day with God in a way that brings me closer to God than anyone else.  I must confess to you that however much I may wish this to be true, my days are as full of workaday routines and distractions as anyone else’s.  Like most of you, I also need to intentionally set aside time to work on my faith and maintain a close connection with God, because most of us do not have the luxury of spending all of our time focusing on our walk of faith.

This, I believe, is why the season of Lent came into being in the first place – to take time, at least once a year, to re-focus and re-turn to God; not because we have been bad people and only God can pull us out of our badness, but because doing this reminds us of God’s great love for us, and God’s desire to be with us through all the events of our lives.  During my walks through the woods at Five Oaks, I had some of the best conversations with God I have ever had.  I was able, with God’s help, to sort through some of my own personal issues and struggles, and I came away from that with a renewed feeling of how much God loves me, and indeed, how much God loves us all.  Conversations with God, of course, do not happen in the same way that we talk to people around us, but I am thankful that I have learned how, not only to share my inner self with God, but also to listen for what God is saying to me.  Mother Teresa of Calcutta was once interviewed by a reporter who asked her what she says to God when she prays.  She said, “I don’t say anything, I just listen.”  The reporter then asked her, “If you just listen when you pray, what does God say to you?”  She responded, “He doesn’t say anything, he just listens”, then she added, “and if you don’t understand that, I can’t explain it to you.”  Indeed, this kind of connection with God cannot be explained.  This kind of prayer was the experience of Mother Teresa herself, and not everyone is meant to copy it.  Each of us must find our own way of communicating with God, and like my experiences at Five Oaks, they cannot always be adequately explained to others.

All I know is that opening myself to God’s loving presence in my life in my own way led to a profound experience of God, and an assurance of how much I am loved as a child of God.  It is my hope that all of you can find your own path to deepening your faith and your connection with God, because I know that, whatever path you may take to get there, the destination is a fuller experience of the God who will always go to great lengths to let us know that we are loved beyond measure, and that each one of us is a beloved child of God.




Rev. Scott A. Patton.

Rolanda Taylor’s Introduction

Student Minister


Greetings and God’s Blessings to you! My name is Rolanda Taylor. I am in my final year of the In-Ministry Program for Ordained Ministry at the United Theological College in Montreal. My field placement is at Summerlea United Church where I am a student minister from September 2011 to April 2012.

I want to extend my heartfelt appreciation to members of Summerlea United Church, and Reverend Scott Patton for giving me this opportunity to do my final months of preparation in ministry prior to ordination at your church. Since my arrival at Summerlea United Church, you have welcomed my mother and I with your warm hospitality.  

I was born and raised in Montreal, Quebec.  My home church is Union United Church in Montreal QC that is the oldest black church in Montreal. In 2008, I entered studies in ministry at the United Theological College in Montreal, Quebec. From January 2011 to August 2012, I was the Intern Minister at Theodore-Springside Pastoral Charge in Saskatchewan where I did my internship. In 2005, I volunteered at the Father Dowd Home in Montreal as Moderator of the Reminiscing Group where I researched topics for discussion that will spark memories for elderly residents, as well as, Pastoral Visitation.  

At Summerlea United Church, I lead worship services, and I do pastoral visitation.  I participated in the Bazaar in November, the Candlelight Service, and I have attended Summerlea United 60th Anniversary, among other duties. I know that God has led me to the place where I will benefit the most in this learning experience that will prepare me for ministry, my final settlement. This experience is giving me the opportunity to appreciate a different way of worship, serving God, and reaching out to others showing God's love. The experience that I have from being at Summerlea United Church has opened up my horizon in ministry and life, and I thank everyone for supporting me. I thank God that God has blessed me with this pastoral charge as I continue my work in ministry.

 Blessings, and Thank you. 

Ms. Rolanda Taylor 

Student Minister

Summerlea United Church
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Summerlea Seeks 

Volunteer to Maintain Website
Bill Lynn, who is scheduled to move to Toronto in the spring of 2012, maintains the Summerlea website, www.summerlea.ca .  If you are interested in taking on this role, please contact Bill at wblynn@sympatico.ca, or Susan at  the Summerlea office, summerlea_united@videotron.ca.

Roof Fund
Through the generosity of friends, members of the congregation, grants from the Government and Montreal Presbytery including fundraising activities, Summerlea has been able to reduce the outstanding balance on its roof fund to $84,000.  Enclosed is an insert containing Summerlea Roof Fund's First Quarter Appeal requesting help in further reducing this balance.

 

Our goal in 2012 is to reduce the balance by $20,000 which includes the $13,000 of pledges made during the annual Stewardship Campaign.

 

            Thank you from The Stewardship Committee.

[image: image16.wmf]World Day of Prayer 2012 will take place on Friday, March 2 at 11am.  The theme this year is "Let Justice Prevail" and has been prepared by the women of Malaysia.  St. Paul's Anglican Church, 377 - 44th Avenue, Lachine, will be hosting this event and there will be a light luncheon afterwards.  For more information, please call 514 634-1965.

Anniversary Dinner and Variety Show

Over 125 people attended Summerlea’s 60th Anniversary Dinner and Variety Show on Saturday, February 4th.  Attendees were treated to a wonderful home cooked supper that included soup, pork goulash and apple cake with ice cream.  The variety show, organized by Connie Osborne, followed the meal.  Entertainment galore filled the next two hours.  There were singers, musicians, story tellers, comedians and magicians.  It was a wonderful evening of good food and good fun.  Thanks to all who gave of their talents to make the evening possible including those who planned, cooked, served, cleaned up and entertained.  Approximately $1,100 was raised for the roof fund with this event."

Bravo!

Susan Hawke

Haiti   Relief  Project

In the Fall of 2011, churches belonging to the Montreal Presbytery were asked to help fund a school in a rural village in Haiti..  The school, known as The Dominique Literary Centre was founded by Claire Cameron and her husband Frantz, members of Beaconsfield United Church.    Summerlea  agreed to be one of the sponsors by agreeing to pledge $90 every six months.  Rest assured that every penny we contribute goes directly to the  Literary Centre.

The centre is full to capacity.   It is highly likely that the meal the children receive at school is the only meal of the day for most of them.  Individuals from the community serve as teachers, aides and cooks and local farmers benefit from selling their

produce to the school.  

We have reached our initial goal of $90.    Thank you for being so generous.

Undeg Edwards
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Auction Sale

Please circle Saturday, May 12 on your calendars. That is the day  we will be hosting an Auction Sale in Acadia Hall. Len Dupuis, a professional auctioneer, is donating his services for this event and proceeds will go to the Roof Fund. When you tackle your spring cleaning perhaps you will find a treasure to donate for auction. Household articles such as dishes, glassware, cutlery, lamps, art work, tools, non-fiction books, national geographics and collectables of all kinds will be welcome. Of course Antiques and precious items would be greatly appreciated as would home baking, jams and pickles.. More details about this event will appear at frequent intervals in the weekly church bulletin. 

Sheila Hebert

[image: image18.wmf]Flower Calendar

If you would like to place flowers in the Sanctuary one particular Sunday, in memory of a loved one, or in celebration of a special occasion, please contact Shirley Ellison at 514-634-2962.
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Rock-a-thon

The Youth Group is gearing up to do our annual rock-a-thon Saturday, March 17 Noon – Sunday March 18, Noon.  This is our 7th year, and we're excited to announce that we have chosen to support Dans la Rue. 

Dans la Rue is a Montreal organization which aims to help the youth on the streets of Montreal survive and get back on their feet. It provides food, shelter, a place to do laundry and shower and offers help in getting back into the education system and finding a job. 

We have chosen Dans la Rue because of the work it does for youth. As youth ourselves, we have an understanding of how tricky it can get to balance school, jobs and life. However we have been fortunate enough to have the support of our family, friends and many other people in our lives such as yourselves, which has allowed us to succeed in becoming who we are today. We thought it might be good idea to pass along some of that love and support we receive on a daily basis to those youth who have not been as fortunate, and by doing so, try to make their lives just a little bit easier.

Thank you in advance for your support!

Concerto Della Donna – March 18th
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On March 18, 2012 Summerlea United Church will be presenting a concert given by Concerto Della Donna, Montreal’s celebrated choir of young women. The program is entitled “Of Love and Nature” and the repertoire will include traditional, original and sometimes unusual settings of music from Canada, Ireland, Australia, Scandinavia and Africa. The program will be repeated in St. Lambert, Bobcaygeon (near Peterborough, Ontario) and Ottawa during the week following this performance.

The ensemble is in the eleventh year of its existence and during that time, it has appeared in Festivals in Newfoundland, Llangollen (Wales), Croatia and Serbia. In addition to several performances with the Montreal Symphony Orchestra, the choir has performed with great success in various Festivals in Ontario and Quebec. It has been a prize winner in the bi-annual CBC Choral Competition for Amateur Choirs on several occasions. The ensemble has four recordings to its credit; the latest, “Parlez-moi”, was launched in October, 2011.  The choir is directed by Iwan Edwards.

The concert will take place at Summerlea United Church at 3 p.m. and the tickets at $12 may be purchased from Undeg Edwards, or at the door on the day of the concert.  Proceeds from the concert will be shared equally between the Church Roof Fund and the Choir.

Maundy Thursday Potluck Supper and Seder meal   April 5, 6 pm

At the potluck, we will share in the traditional Seder, using symbolic foods and asking the same questions that are used in Jewish family observances. This reminds us of the Last Supper, and of the traditional Jewish meal that Jesus and his disciples shared before he was put to death.  Watch for a sign-up sheet during coffee hour in March for the potluck, and more information in the bulletin.
[image: image20.wmf]Good Friday Walk & Worship – April 6th  

The walk is still in the early planning stages.  The Lachine ministers will soon meet to discuss changes in the format of the Good Friday Walk of previous years.    Please watch the bulletin for more information in March.  

[image: image21.wmf]Easter Services   Apr 8th
Sunrise Service at 7:00 am 

Gather at Church for procession to Summerlea Park at the bottom of 55th.  Then return to church for a breakfast of Hot Cross Buns, coffee and juice.   

Easter Service with communion will take place at 10:30am in the Sanctuary.  
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[image: image22.wmf]Miles for Pennies

We have completed our 22nd Mile of Pennies.  Now onto the 23rd.  Are we up for another goal?  Yes, for sure we are.  Please bring your pennies, nickels, whatever and let’s go Summerlea!

Barbara Davidson

[image: image23.wmf]Artisan Fair and Book Sale

Saturday, April 28, 2012

The Outreach Committee together with the Girl Guides of Lachine will be holding another Artisan Fair and Book Sale on April 28th, 10 am – 3 pm.  There will be tables filled with beautiful crafts, jewellery and tasty baking supplied by Summerlea's excellent bakers.  Perhaps you can find the perfect gift for Mother's Day.  Lunch will be served from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Tickets ($8 at door, $7 in advance) include soup, Quiche, salad and dessert. We will again be asking you to bake near the date, and we are also looking for book donations to the very popular book sale.  Call Linda Rodrigues514-637-4916, or Sue McKenzie 514-637-7605 after 6pm for more information.

[image: image24.wmf]RECIPE CORNER

Chicken with Rosemary-Onion Sauce Recipe
4 servings
Prep 15 min 

Bake 20min

Ingredients

· 4 boneless skinless chicken breast halves
 (6 ounces each)
· 1/2 teaspoon salt
· 1/4 teaspoon pepper
· 3 teaspoons butter, divided
· 1 medium onion, chopped
· 1 garlic clove, minced
· 4 teaspoons all-purpose flour
· 1/2 cup reduced-sodium chicken broth
· 1/2 cup fat-free milk
· 1 teaspoon dried rosemary, crushed
Directions

· Sprinkle chicken with salt and pepper. In a large nonstick skillet, brown chicken in 1 teaspoon butter. Transfer to an 11-in. x 7-in. baking dish coated with cooking spray. 

· In the same skillet, saute onion and garlic in remaining butter until tender. Stir in flour until blended. Gradually stir in broth and milk. Add rosemary. Bring to a boil; cook and stir for 2 minutes or until thickened. 

· Pour sauce over chicken. Cover and bake at 350° for 20-25 minutes or until chicken juices run clear.  Yield:   4 servings.

Nutrition Facts: 1 chicken breast half with 1/4 cup sauce equals 247 calories, 7 g fat (3 g saturated fat), 102 mg cholesterol, 501 mg sodium, 8 g carbohydrate, 1 g fiber, 37 g protein. Diabetic Exchanges: 5 lean meat, 1/2 starch, 1/2 fat.

Music Notes Spring 2012

A great big thank you to all who participated in the Variety Show.  That includes the audience, too!  A lot of work went into this show in order to have it ready in three weeks, and I appreciate all your effort.  It was a super performance, and everyone seemed to enjoy it, including the speakers, singers and musicians, (and magician!).  Thanks also to all who set-up, cooked, and cleaned up during the evening.

There will not be a musical this spring.  However, we have two musical events for your enjoyment.  Iwan Edwards will be bringing Concerto Della Donna here on Sunday, March 18th @ 3:00pm.  If you have not heard this group, you must come.  They are amazing young women.  Bring any friends you know that enjoy good choral singing.  Tickets are $12.

Also, Chad Heltzel, pianist, will be performing various classical works on Saturday, April 14th @ 7:00pm.  Suggested donation:  $12.  You will have a chance to meet Chad before the performance, as he will be coming to church one Sunday soon.


Spring is the time for singing----go for it, one and all!

Connie Osborne, Music Director

The Book Nook

By Jane Cowell-Poitras

Catherine the Great 

by Robert K. Massie

If you enjoy books about historical figures and/or Machiavellian-style political intrigue, you will enjoy this book about Catherine the Great. A recent bestseller, it tells the tale of how an obscure, German princess rose to become the revered Empress of Russia. 
Although a fully-researched biography, it is a very compelling book that reads like a novel. Extending beyond Catherine, her immediate family and court, this book also delves into the historical figures of the era with whom Catherine had contact - Voltaire, Diderot, Frederick the Great, Empress Maria Theresa of Austria, Marie Antoinette, etc -  and following completion of the book I felt I had a new perspective on European history.

One reviewer described Catherine the Great as "a dutiful daughter, a frustrated wife, a passionate lover, a domineering mother, a doting grandmother, a devoted friend, a tireless legislator, a generous patron of artists and philosophers"—she was all this and more! With material like this, this book could never be dull!
It’s all Relative: Two families, three dogs, 34 holidays and 50 boxes of wine…A memoir 

by Waide Rouse
Intrigued by the title, I picked up this book that came out last fall. With chapters for each month of the year, this book describes the family celebrations of two loving but somewhat dysfunctional families. 
With self-depreciating humor, Rouse describes growing up gay in the Ozarks with his eccentric parents. As his life progresses and he finds a life partner, he becomes incorporated into yet another crazy family.

As the author so eloquently put it in his Author’s Note: “To spend a holiday with family, especially mine, is a lot like self-catheterization: It’s an experience that may cause extreme pain, something you may not always wish to revisit, but one you will never forget. I relay these stories, truly, because I love my family and because laughter, stories and boxes of wine are what bonded us. And will forever.”
While a very different life from my own, I related on many levels to the crazy cast of characters in Rouse’s families. Much of what he has written will resonate with readers as they find elements of their own families within the pages of this book.
Lenten Loonies

We will once again be collecting Loonies during the Sunday services of Lent. We ask people to give up 1 cup of coffee, 1 soft drink, 1 bag of chips or 1 chocolate bar each week and to place the Loonie in the bucket. It’s simple! The money raised will again be donated to Haiti, to a project aimed at saving the lives of women and babies who might otherwise die in childbirth. Haiti has the highest infant and maternal mortality in the Western world. Thank you to the Youth Group for helping pass the buckets!  
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Passover and the Four Questions 

About 3,000 years ago the Israelites were enslaved by the Egyptians.  


Moses, a simple Jewish shepherd, was instructed by God to go to the Pharaoh and demand the freedom of his people.  He warned that God would send terrible plagues upon the people of Egypt, but the Pharaoh was not convinced. 


Through the first nine plagues, the Pharaoh still refused.  Then God threatened to kill the firstborn of everyone in Egypt. 


To protect themselves, the Israelites were told to mark their homes with lamb’s blood, so death would “pass over” their homes. 


When the Pharaoh finally agreed to free them, the Israelites left so quickly that there wasn’t time to bake bread.  They packed raw dough to take with on their journey.  As they went through the desert the dough would bake in the sun into hard crackers called matzos.  Matzo is still eaten in place of bread at Passover. 


It is said that Seder, the traditional Passover meal, is celebrated especially for the children.  Much of the ceremony is based on the commandment in the Bible that says, “And thou shalt tell thy son.”


At the Seder, it is the youngest child at the table who answers the four questions asked at Passover:

1. Why do we eat matzo instead of bread at Passover?  To remind us that the Jews had no time to bake when they left Egypt. 

2. Why do we eat bitter herbs at our Seder?  To remind us of the bitter and cruel way the Jewish people were treated in Egypt. 

3. Why do we dip our foods twice tonight?  We dip twice into bitter herbs to remind us how hard the Jewish slaves worked in Egypt. 

4. Why do we lean on a pillow tonight?  To be comfortable and to remind us that once we were slaves, but now we are free. 


Everything in the Seder is meant to make the children ask questions. 

Here Comes Peter Cottontail! 

This year when the kids scramble to find the hidden eggs and treats of Easter take a moment to ponder how this game has roots that date back 800 years!


In fact, monks during the 12th century probably started the tradition of the Easter egg hunt with their annual activities marking the story of the Resurrection of Christ.  Dr. Lizette Larson-Miller, an assistant professor of theological studies at Loyola Marymont University, said monks routinely acted out the Easter story complete with the scene of the women visiting Christ’s burial place, finding the tomb empty, and going to search for His body. 


“In the 11th and 12th century, young monks with veils acted out the story at Easter services and played the part of the women searching for Christ,” she said. 


During the ensuing centuries, the tradition changed from a drama to a domestic and secular tradition with the addition of eggs.  Some scholars believe the egg might have been the idea of reformer Martin Luther who suggested that the men of a household hide eggs in the garden, representing the garden of Christ’s tomb, for their wives and children to find. 


Egg dyeing has a long and varied history, however.  In Luther’s time the eggs were always dyed red to symbolize the blood of Christ.  In China, red eggs symbolized life.  In German history, green eggs were carried on Maundy Thursday to symbolize good luck.  Egg dyeing has given way to fancy egg decorating using materials from flowers to gold leaf.  Edward I of England once purchased 450 eggs for coloring and overlaying with thin gold leaf. 


Larson-Miller says that breaking eggs is an Easter tradition with orthodox Russians and Ukrainians.  


“I come from the Swedish church which maintains Russian orthodox traditions, and we still do this at home.  We each hold a hard boiled egg and then crack the eggs against someone.  One of us will say, ‘Christos anesti,’ which means ‘Christ is risen’ in Greek.  The response is ‘Alithos anesti,’ which means ‘He is risen indeed,’” said Larson-Miller.  They ate no dairy products during Lent, so eggs were also symbolic for ending Lent. 

News and Notes

Our sympathy is extended to the family and friends of Helen Smeed, sister of Mary Massie.  Helen passed away on January 28.  Sadly, Bonnie McLeod’s mother passed away on February 3rd at the age of 96. Please keep on your prayer list Agnes McKeown who is now home recuperating after a fall that led to hip surgery. Agnes feels very blessed to have a very supportive family to care for her during this challenging time; and Betty Cole who is fighting another bout of pneumonia.   Annabel MacLauchlan recently had a stroke and is in hospital at Lakeridge Health Oshawa.  If you would like to contact Annabel during her stay in hospital, or her daughter, Shona, please call the church office for their contact information.  Please keep all these folks in your prayers, as well as other Summerlea families who are going through their own personal challenges right now.  Our thoughts are with you.  

If you, or someone you know is in hospital, or ill, and would appreciate a phone call or a visit, please don’t hesitate to contact Rev. Scott, 514-634-2651.  

Until the next time. 

Susan Ippersiel

Elders’ Corner:











Next Communion Service:                 March 4th, 2012 





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery ���








_1390553245

