
ANNNIVERSARY DINNER CONCERT 2013 

 

–  PROGRAMME  – 

 

 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) 
 
Sonata in G Major for Violin and Piano, K. 301 
 
I. Allegro con spirito 
II. Allegro 
 
 
Karol Szymanowski (1882-1937) 
 
Mythes, Op. 30 for Violin and Piano 
 
I. La Fontaine d'Arethuse 
II. Narcisse 
III. Dryades et Pan 
 
 
-INTERMISSION- 

 
 
Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 
 
Sonata No. 2 for Violin and Piano in A Major, Op. 100 
 
I. Allegro amabile 
II. Andante tranquillo 
III. Allegretto grazioso 
  



DUO GIOCOSODUO GIOCOSODUO GIOCOSODUO GIOCOSO    

 

Roland Arnassalon (violin) discovered music at an early age, and immediately showed a keen interest for the violin. Encouraged by 
his first teachers Akiko Nanashima and Marie-Claude Theuveny, Roland’s talents were soon apparent in his his first concerts as a 
soloist.  He also began a venture into chamber music, which has become a lifelong endeavor with which he has profound attachment.  
While at the Conservatoire National Supérieur de Paris as a student of Olivier Charlier (violon) and Daria Hovora (chamber music), 
Roland was afforded opportunities to play for great masters such as Michael Hentz, Ivry Gitlis, Itamar Golan, Vladimir Mendelssohn, 
Hatto Beyerle, Jan Talich, all of whom immensely enriched his cultural and musical development. 
  
His dedication to chamber music has garnered attention on the international scene: Grand Prize and Dvorak Prize at the Golden 
Rovere Competition in Italy (with pianist Mary Olivon) and Honorable Mention in the Nomandy Forum Competition (with the Arte 
Quartet).  Roland has also performed with illustrious musicians such as Daria Hovora, Ivry Gitlis, Pierre-Laurent Aimard, and Bruno 
Pasquier. 
  
A diversified musician, Roland has performed and recorded jazz music (notably with Faton Cahen, Yochk’o Seffer, and MinoCinlelu, 
chez Cristal ; Roses & Roots with Riccardo Del Fra)  He also partook in presentations of Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf with on-stage 
actors as part of a pedagogical classical concert series designed to introduce young audiences to music of the masters. 
  
Roland has also performed with major ensembles such as the Ensemble InterContemporain, conducted by Pierre Boulez and Peter 
Eötvös; the London Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Sir Colin Davis; and the Radio-France Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by 
Myung Wung Chung, David Robertson, Leon Fleisher, and Emmanuel Krivine.  In the process, Roland has performed in some of the 
world’s most prominent concert venues, including Paris’s Salle Pleyel and Théâtre des Champs-Élysées, Amsterdam’s 
Concertgebouw, Köln’s Philharmonic Hall, London’s Royal Albert Hall, and the Carthage Arena.  He has also collaborated with the 
Saint-Petersburg Orchestra, the Ensemble A Piacere, and the French Youth Orchestra. 
 
Roland traveled to Montreal to further his musical training under the guidance of Anne Robert at the Université de Montréal, where he 
is a currently a doctoral candidate.  During his time here, he has already won the Gélinas Prize as a laureate of the Université de 
Montréal concerto competition.  This led to a performance of Brahms’s Violin Concerto with the Université de Montréal  Symphony 
Orchestra under the direction of Paolo Bellomia.  Roland has been a member of the Ensemble QAT since 2009; their numerous 
projects and performances take them across Europe and North America.  In 2008, he formed Duo Giocoso with his friend, pianist 
Elias-Axel Pettersson; they perform regularly throughout the greater Montreal area, making a point to bring concert audiences into the 
fold by spoken program notes in many of their performances.  Roland is also a dedicated pedagogue, and is continually passing along 
the grand violin tradition which he has inherited. 
 
 
Elias-Axel Pettersson Hailed for his “breathtaking virtuosity and an intelligent sense of precisely what brings music to life” 
(Albuquerque Journal), Swedish-American pianist Elias-Axel Pettersson is quickly establishing himself as a formidable soloist and 
chamber musician.  The late Ralph Berkowitz wrote “…he is one of those rare musicians who can project his ideas from the piano 
directly into the hearts and minds of his audience.”  Pettersson is a Mason & Hamlin Concert Artist and has garnered prizes in many 
international competitions.  He has been heard on local and national radio through KHFM and KUNM. 
  
His performance of Liszt’s Concerto No. 1 with the Symphony Orchestra of Albuquerque under the direction of Josh Rupley was 
highly praised; and his continued work with violinist David Felberg and Sunday Chatter has won him accolades.  Pettersson has often 
been a selected soloist in the Dean’s Recital Series at St. John’s College of Santa Fe.  Recently, Pettersson gave the NM-premiere of 
“For Cornelius” by Alvin Curran, and the world premiere of Petroglyph for Piano (2011), a work written for him by New Mexican 
composer Michael Mauldin.  Pettersson also champions contemporary music by composers such as Arnaud Allary, Alan Belkin, Todd 
Coleman, Drea Pressley Tischhauser, Ben Shemie, and Altin Volaj. 
  
Pettersson has collaborated with various artists, including Krzysztof Zimowski, David Felberg, Guillaume Tardif, Nune Melikyan, 
Henk Guittart, Emmanuelle Da Silva, and Cantor Josh Perlman.  His discography on the Axel Records label includes two solo albums 
and one chamber album, the latter featuring Duo Giocoso, a violin-piano duo he formed in 2008 with French violinist Roland 
Arnassalon. 
  
A committed pedagogue, Pettersson has taught at the Université de Montréal, University of Maryland, Lambda School of Music and 
Fine Arts, École de Musique Crescendo, and has given masterclasses throughout Canada and the USA.  He has a D.Mus. from the 
Université de Montréal and has studied with Paul Stewart, Douglas Humpherys, Larissa Dedova, and Maribeth Gunning. He has also 
worked with André Watts, Sergei Babayan, Jean-Bernard Pommier, Arnaldo Cohen, Dina Joffe, and the Guarneri String Quartet. 


