
Summerlea Outreach Committee – 2014 

 

Present Members: Ruth Crabb, Barbara Harbert, Sinclair Harris (chair), Nancy Mark (co-chair), 

Marion McKinney, John Osborne, Dale Romagosa, Jim Walker. 

 

 Any doubts about Summerlea's commitment to, and involvement with, the world outside 

our walls should be put to rest by the work of this committee. From the result of seemingly 

continual and vigorous fund-raising ventures and enthusiastic support and involvement with 

community effort, this committee has overseen the disbursement of roughly $8,000. The report 

attempts to highlight many of the activities of Outreach but is not an exhaustive account of all 

our activities. Please see the list of disbursements to organizations (which is not an audited report 

but only approximate), which follows the text to see the scope of Summerlea's commitment. 

 

 Needless to say, this engagement with the world around us is only possible through the 

continuing generous support of the congregation of Summerlea United Church. 

 

Beyond Our Borders: Last year's Outreach Sunday saw worship and information devoted to the 

cause of Social Justice as fostered by the international Micro Financing movement. At 

Summerlea, our involvement with KIVA continues to be administered by Carolyn Osborne. This 

past year, $875 worth of low-interest loans was made to small entrepreneurs around the world. 

Since 2009, the Summerlea Team has made 127 loans for a total of $3,900. Further to the cause 

of Social Justice in the Middle East, Africa and South America is the committee's financial 

support of KAIROS. But it is not just about raising dollars: the committee organized the "Write 

for Rights" (Amnesty International) letter-writing campaign which saw between 120 and 150 

letters sent to our government to plead the cause of those suffering human rights abuse by 

Canadian mining companies overseas, the plight of Syrian Refugees and the search for missing 

Aboriginal women here in Canada. 

 The "Lenten Loonies" initiative continued last year raising $665 in support of the Haiti 

Midwifery program and in-house Soup Lunches by the committee further the cause of the 

Haitian Literacy Program whilst other funds from the spring Plants/Crafts/Tupperware sale and 

the Outreach Budget support the Dominican Literacy project (for $1100). 

 "Mums for Mums" in the spring, continued to dedicate itself to raising funds for the 

Stephen Lewis Foundation fighting the terrible social effects of AIDS in Africa. 

 The Christian Children's Fund (proceeds from the Christmas Eve service), via the 

"William Hunter Memorial Fund," continues to sponsor three children worldwide. Thanks go to 

Dale R. 



 

Within Our Borders: Three centers devoted to offering women (and their children) in crisis both 

shelter and support are helped by Outreach: Le Parados in Lachine) and both Auberge 

Madeleine and Chez Doris in the greater Montreal area. 

 Through our "Miles of Pennies/Nickels" maple sap bucket (looked after by Barbara 

Davidson even though she has retired from the committee) and the "Living Gifts" initiative in 

December roughly $1,000 was raised for St. Columba House in Montreal. Also, Outreach has 

continued its financial support of the Montreal City Mission. 

 The spring Artisan Fair, organized by Linda Rodrigues (Rodd) and Susan McKenzie, is a 

major fundraiser (to the tune of about $3700 this past year) for various community programs 

and the Girl Guides and benefits from the support of the Outreach Committee through the Bake 

Table, the lunch room and the Book sale. 

 Summerlea still supports our local Lachine Food Bank at Resurrection Church through  

"Food Sundays" each month. Nancy and Ian Mark continue to collect and transport the 

donations. Thanks to a brainwave by Nancy this year there is also a donations basket now 

circulated on Food Sunday for folks who have forgotten the date or find it difficult to carry the 

groceries to Church. This resulted in almost $300 extra in much needed funds to the Resurrection 

Food Bank. $1,000 from the Outreach coffers was presented to the parent organization St. 

Vincent de Paul Society. In the same vein, L'oeuvre Soupe Maison in Lachine received $200. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by John Osborne. 

 



 

Disbursements Made During 2014 (dollar figures are approximate) 

 

 

 

Soupe Maison $200 

Auberge Madeleine $200 

Chez Doris $200 

Social Justice $200 

Montreal City Mission $200 

Le Parados $200 

West Island Wellness Centre $250 

Kairos  $250 

Kids Help Phone $100 

Maple Grove Breakfast club. $250 

Family Life (Budget) $400 

Midwifery in Haiti $665 

Stephen Lewis Foundation $300 

Christian Children's Fund $1,422 

St Vincent de Paul soc (food 

bank) 

$1000 

St Columba House (pennies) $340 

St Columba House (Living gifts) $540 

Dominican Literacy project  $1100 

Lakeside Academy bursaries 

(Budget) 

$300 


