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A Word from the Minister:   
 
Just when we were beginning to think that the coronavirus pandemic was 
starting to reach the beginning of its end, we are now beginning to get 
predictions of the dreaded “third wave”, which only reminds us that it is 
not yet time to emerge from our individual “bubbles” just yet.   
 
We come to this realization, of course, as we also recognize that this is now the second 
Easter that has been over-shadowed by the pandemic.  Last year, after our church went into 
lockdown beginning March 15, we spent about a month trying to come to terms with this 
new reality in all of our lives.  But Easter Sunday was the very first of our on-line services, as 
we all tried our best to carry on with our lives despite the new reality.  And I continue to be 
amazed at how people have adapted.   
 
On one of our recent Friday Zoom coffee hours, we had a marvelous discussion about 
where to get the best hot cross buns, where they make a really good pizza, and where to get 
some really good Thai food.  Grocery shopping on-line seems to have been mastered for 
quite a while, and no one seems to talking about that very much these days.  In my 
neighbourhood, UPS or Purolator trucks seem to be constantly plying the streets, bringing 
shopping right to your door.  But one of the things that cannot be “fixed” is the very real 
sense of isolation and loneliness that some cope with.  While Zoom meetings are a 
wonderful gift (that would not even be available 20 years ago), they are no substitute for 
spending time with family and friends.  But these things we do to cope with this time of 
isolation are truly blessings for us, and even in this very difficult time, there are always 
moments to count our blessings and to express gratitude for them. 
 
As I was reflecting on this theme of isolation, I began to realize that the discovery of the first 
Easter happened with one person in isolation.  John’s gospel tells the story of the first 
Easter, with the empty tomb being discovered by just one person, Mary Magdalene.  This 
image has long been for me the very epitome of loneliness.  Mary had watched as Jesus was 
put to death on the cross, and she and two other women stayed at the foot of the cross until 
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Jesus had died, even after most others had fled.  Mary waited all through the Sabbath, then, 
before dawn on Sunday morning while it was still dark, Mary made her way up the path that 
led to the tomb where Jesus’ body had been placed.  And Mary was all alone.   
 
I find it interesting that John’s account is the only one in which Mary comes to the tomb by 
herself.  Matthew’s gospel reports that Mary Magdalene “and the other Mary” came to see 
the tomb.  In Mark’s gospel, we are told that “Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome” brought spices to anoint Jesus’ body for burial.  Luke’s gospel tells us 
that “Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them” 
came to the tomb on that first Easter.  But in John’s gospel, Mary is all alone.  And perhaps 
some of us who are alone now know what this feeling is like.  From her place of isolation, 
Mary discovered the empty tomb, but did not yet know what it all meant.  She then ran to 
tell “Simon Peter and the other disciple”, who went running to the tomb and found it as 
Mary had said, and we are told that the disciples simply “returned to their homes.”  Nothing 
to see here, folks.  It appeared to be business as usual. 
 
But Mary stayed behind, trying as best she could to make sense of 
this situation in which she found herself.  And the risen Jesus 
came to her, but in her grief, she did not recognize that it was 
Jesus, and she thought he was the gardener.  And then we have 
what is my favourite part of the resurrection story that only 
appears in John’s gospel:  Mary assumed that Jesus was the gardener, and she asked him if he 
had taken Jesus’ body away, and to tell her where he had laid the body.  Jesus said only one 
word in response to this – he said her name, “Mary”, and in that instant, as Jesus simply said 
her name, she knew it was him.  She didn’t know how or why, but she knew it was him.  
Mary’s whole world changed in that one moment, and she would go on to discover all that 
the reality of resurrection meant, for her and for the whole world.   
 
The resurrection was and is God’s response to Good Friday.  A couple weeks ago, there was 
a special commemoration that was held to remember all those who have lost their lives to 
the coronavirus, and we are all aware of the staggering numbers that this represents.  That 
has been our Good Friday experience in many ways.  Easter reminds us, however, that 
God’s response will always be the bringing of new life and new hope.  Death does not have 
the final say, and when we open ourselves to this reality, we come to know once again the 
reality of the risen Jesus in our midst.  I wish all of you a Very Happy Easter, and even in our 
isolation, may we discover anew God’s gift of new life and new hope. 
        

Rev. Scott A. Patton. 
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10 fun Easter facts that you may not know…from sykescottages.co.uk 

Easter Sunday (also known as Resurrection Sunday) is the most important day of 

the year for Christians, as it is the celebration of Jesus being resurrected from the 

dead. But before you settle down for a Sunday roast, why not impress your loved 

ones with your knowledge of the history of Easter? 

1. The Easter Bunny legend began in Germany 

Have you ever wondered where the Easter Bunny story 

originated? 

We can say that the story of rabbits bringing eggs 

doesn’t make a lot of logical sense, so there must be a 

reason as to why every year children rush to see what 

treats that this mythical creature has left for them. But just like Santa Claus has no 

Christian significance to Christmas, the Easter Bunny also has no real connection to 

this holy day. 

The origin of the Easter Bunny dates back hundreds of years, beginning in pre-

Christian Germany. Here, the hare was said to be the symbol of the Pagan Goddess 

of Spring and Fertility. As Christianity spread across Europe, Pagan traditions were 

blended with Christian holidays, which saw the Easter Bunny lay a nest of colourful 

(today, chocolate) eggs for children who were well-behaved on Easter Sunday. 

2. The holiday was named after the Anglo-Saxon 
Goddess, Eostre 

The next fun fact we have about Easter is around the question: why is Easter called 

Easter? According to scholars, this Christian holiday was named after the Anglo-

Saxon goddess, Eostre, who was depicted as a Fertility 

Goddess and a Goddess of Dawn and Light. She was 

honoured at Pagan festivals celebrating the arrival of spring, 

further highlighting the blend of Pagan traditions with 

Christian holidays. 
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3. More than 1.5 million Cadbury Creme Eggs are 
produced every day 

Another fascinating Easter fact for you, Cadbury’s make 
500 million Creme Eggs every year! If you piled them 
on top of each other, it would be 10 x higher than Mount 
Everest. The Birmingham factory produces 1.5 million 
Creme Eggs every day, and the Creme Egg is the most 
popular egg-shaped chocolate in the world. 

 

4. The act of painting eggs originates from a 
Ukrainian tradition 

For countless generations, Ukrainians have been 

decorating eggs as a calling out to the Gods and 

Goddesses of health and fertility. This traditional act of 

pysanka (“pih-sahn-kah”) is made by using wax and dyes, 

but this colourful custom didn’t take off until Ukrainian 

immigrants came to the U.S. 

 

5. The world’s largest Easter egg weighs in at 
5000lbs 

 

Standing at 31ft tall and 18ft wide is the world’s 

largest Easter egg. Found in Vegreville, Alberta the 

egg weighs a hefty 5000lbs and took 12,000 hours 

to complete. Named the Vegreville Pysanka, the 

world’s largest Easter egg is actually more of a 

jigsaw than a sculpture, as it is made from 3500 

pieces of aluminium. 
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6. Pretzels used to be associated with Easter 

When we think of Easter, chocolate, hot-cross buns and 

eggs usually spring to mind. But did you know that 

pretzels are also an Easter snack?  Pretzels are 

associated with Easter because the twists resemble 

arms crossing in prayer. From the 1950s, it was tradition 

for Germans to eat a pretzel and a hard-boiled egg for 

dinner on Good Friday. 

7. The UK’s first chocolate egg 
was produced in Bristol in 1873 

Have you ever wondered who started the trend of 

tucking into chocolate-shaped eggs on Easter 

Sunday? 

It was during the 19th century that the Fry family of Bristol ran the largest chocolate 

factory in the world and produced the first chocolate egg, in 1873. 

It was two years later in 1875 that saw Cadbury’s make their first Easter egg. 

8. In Germany, it is illegal to dance on Good Friday 
 

On Good Friday, which sees the start of the Easter 

weekend, it is illegal to dance in public in the majority 

of states in Germany. Even Europe’s clubbing capital, 

Berlin, becomes a dance-free zone out of respect fo  

the religious day. 

In Baden-Württemberg, music is allowed to be played but dancing is not allowed, 

whilst in Bavaria, if you are caught playing music of any kind in a bar, you could be 

fined up to 10,000 euros. So why the boogie ban, Germany? 

The thinking behind this ban is out of respect for Christians, whom mourn the death 

of Jesus on Good Friday and Easter Sunday, and in Germany these days are 

considered to be holidays of silence. 
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9. Easter is celebrated on the Sunday after the full 
moon following March 21st 

Ever wondered why Easter Sunday changes dates every 

year? It’s down to the lunar calendar and the position of 

the moon. 

Easter in fact falls on the first Sunday after the full moon 

that takes place on or after March 21st, which is said to signal the start of spring. 

 

10. In 2007, this Easter egg sold for £9 million 

Possibly the world’s most expensive egg was sold at Christie’s in 

London for £9 million in 2007, breaking Faberge records. The 

enamelled egg contains a multi-coloured cockerel which at every 

hour pops out of the egg and flaps his wings, before nodding his 

head three times. The egg was made by Karl Fabergé in St 

Petersburg in 1902 and is the second largest egg ever made by 

Fabergé. 
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Easter falls at the very beginning of April this year – but that doesn’t 
mean you have to stop celebrating for the rest of the month! There is 

something to celebrate every single day! 
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*Homographs are words of like spelling but with more than one meaning. A 
homograph that is also pronounced differently is a heteronym.*   *You think 
English is easy?*   *I think a retired English teacher was bored ...THIS IS 
GREAT!* 

1) The bandage was *wound*   around the *wound* . 

2) The farm was used to *produce produce*. 

3) The dump was so full that it had to *refuse*   more *refuse*. 

4) We must *polish*   the *Polish*   furniture. 

5) He could *lead*if he would get the *lead*   out. 

6) The soldier decided to *desert*   his dessert in 
the *desert* . 

7) Since there is no time like the *present*, he 
thought it was time to   *present*   the *present* . 

8) A *bass*   was painted on the head of the 
*bass*  drum 

9) When shot at, the *dove dove *into the bushes.  

10) I did not *object*   to the *object* . 

11) The insurance was *invalid*   for the *invalid* . 

12) There was a *row*among the oarsmen about how to *row*. 

13) They were too *close*  to the door to *close*   it. 

14) The buck *does *  funny things when the *does*   are present. 

15) A seamstress and a *sewer*   fell down into a *sewer *  line. 

16) To help with planting, the farmer taught his *sow*   to *sow* . 

17) The *wind *  was too strong to *wind*   the sail. 

Homographs (Thanks to Dawn Boyes for the Submission) 
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18) Upon seeing the *tear*  in the painting I shed a *tear*. 

19) I had to *subject*   the *subject*   to a series of tests. 

20) How can   I *intimate*  this to my most *intimate*  friend? 

  
Let's face it - English is a crazy language. There is no egg in eggplant,  nor ham in 
hamburger; neither apple nor pine in  a  pineapple. English muffins  weren't 
invented in England or French fries in France. Sweetmeats are candies while 
sweetbreads, which aren't sweet, are meat. We take English for granted. But if we 
explore its paradoxes, we find that quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are 
square and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig. 

  
And why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, grocers don't groce and 
hammers don't ham? If the plural of tooth is teeth, why isn't the  plural of booth, 
beeth? One goose, 2 geese.  So one moose, 2 meese? One  index, 2 indices? 
Doesn't it seem crazy that you can make amends but not one amend? If you have 
a bunch of odds and ends and get rid of all but one of them, what do you call it? 

   
English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of 
the human race, which, of course, is not a race at all. That is why, when the stars 
are out, they are visible, but when the lights are out, they are invisible. 

PS. - Why doesn't 'Buick' rhyme with 'quick'? AND If a male goat is called a ram 
and a donkey is called an ass, why is a ram-in-the-ass called a goose?! 
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In our recent Pet Picture Contest, the 
winners are Licorice and Mokie, the 
beautiful, entwined cats of Arthur 
Burley. Arthur has won a bottle of wine 
and cat treats for the felines. 

 
 

 

 

 

Want to enter our next contest and 

win a Prize ? 

Submit a picture taken with your phone that represents 
Spring. Crocuses emerging from the soil, buds coming out 
on trees, melting snow, grandchildren with Easter baskets – 
the possibilities are endless! Send your pictures by April 25th 
to: jane.cowell.poitras@sympatico.ca 

 

mailto:jane.cowell.poitras@sympatico.ca
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Church News 

Progress report on the search for a new minister 

The Executive Board is pleased to report that it has completed the (huge) task of writing the 
Community of Faith Profile and Position Description that are required by the United 
Church of Canada. These documents have been submitted to the Regional Council of the 
UCC. We await approval of the content, so we can move ahead with the process of 
searching for a minister. 

The Board has nominated a Search Team comprised of the following people: Kim 
Blatherwick, Barbara Costello, Susan Hawke, Nancy Mark, Mary Reynolds, Peter 

Smith and Daniel Yacoub. They will be guided through the process 
by Rev. Darryl Macdonald who is serving as our liaison minister for 
the Regional Council. We are grateful to these individuals who have 
agreed to act on behalf of the Summerlea community in this 
important work, and we wish them much success. 

The Search Team is accountable to the Board, and will be asked to provide updates on their 
progress. However, please note that their proceedings, correspondence and interview 
content must remain confidential both during and after the search. 

Barbara Moffat, Board Chair 

 
Easter Bake Sale 
Outreach would like to thank all the cooks and bakers 
who have contributed over 300 separate items to our on-
line Bake Sale. We'd also like to thank all of you who 
have purchased items that will either be delivered or 
picked up on Saturday April 3rd. You have again 
demonstrated that Summerlea folk like to cook and also like to eat!  
What a great community!" 
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Zoom Weekly Coffee Hour, we would love you to join us for a  
weekly coffee hour on Fridays at 10:00am, so that we can keep  
in touch with each other.  A link is sent out at the beginning of each  
week to your email address. Please email any suggestions you have  
for a topic to discuss to summerlea_united@hotmail.com 

If you need any help setting up zoom on your device, please call the Office at 
514.634.2651 and Colleen will be pleased to help. 

 

 
 

Books 
THE SPLENDID AND THE VILE 
A Saga of Churchill, Family, and Defiance During the Blitz 
By Erik Larson 
 
Told from the perspective of Churchill and key people 
around him, including his family, this book tells the story of 
the first year of his leadership as prime minister.  May 1940 
to May 1941 was a critical period as much of Europe had 
been over run and Britain stood alone on the brink of the 
abyss against the advancement of the German offensive. 
 
The title of the book comes from a quote by John Colville, an aide of Churchill, 
about the peculiar beauty of watching bombs fall at night over his beloved 
London: “Never was there such a contrast of natural splendour and human 
vileness.”  
 
History buffs will enjoy this book as it embellishes well-known facts with a 
skillful use of diaries, several of which have just been released.  It provides a 
fresh perspective on much written about events.  I found particularly moving the 
excerpts from journals of everyday folk and their experiences during the blitz.  
Fast paced and fascinating. 

How are you doing? The congregation want to know! Please send us your 
news so we can share with our church community. Send to: 
jane.cowell.poitras@sympatico.ca 

mailto:summerlea_united@hotmail.com
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A copy of this book is in basket #14 on Summerlea’s Spring Bazaar website.  
Early bird catches the worm - or in this case the book!  Enjoy. 
 
Susan Hawke 
 

Pandemic Cooking 

With longer days and warmer temperatures, I always find I want to eat lighter food 
and this year is no exception! In fact, this year, I need to shift the Covid-19 pounds 
that have appeared around my waist! Here is one of my favourite recipes from 
Martha Stewart. Enjoy! 

 

SPRING ONION SOUP       

Ingredients 

 2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil, plus more for drizzling 

 2 pounds spring onions (or yellow onions), trimmed and thinly sliced 

 2 1/2 teaspoons coarse salt 

 1 1/4 cups homemade or low-sodium store-bought chicken stock 

 2 cups water 

 pieces of crisp flatbread, for serving 

 

Directions 

 Step 1 

Heat oil in a large pot over medium-high heat. Add onions, and cook, stirring 

occasionally, until translucent but not brown, about 15 minutes. 

 Step 2 

Stir in salt, stock, and water. Bring to a simmer, and cook for 15 minutes. 

 Step 3 

Remove from heat, and let cool for 20 minutes. Working in batches, puree in a blender, 

starting on low speed and gradually increasing to high, blending until soup is smooth. 

 Step 4 

Divide soup among 4 bowls, drizzle with oil, and serve with flatbread on the side. 
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Do YOU have any recipes that you would like to share in our next newsletter? If so, 
email me at jane.cowell.poitras@sympatico.ca 

Community News 

If you live in Lachine or Dorval, The Teapot has 
a variety of activities and services available for the 
50+ community. Visit their website Home - The 
Teapot to find out about their services and 
activities, to read the latest newsletter, and to 

subscribe to their weekly mailing. Due to the pandemic, the building is closed and staff are 
working from home, but they are only an email or a call away. Many interest groups are 
continuing on Zoom. Check it out! 

 
From April 10 to April 24 online:  
Rendez-vous with QUARTOM male vocal quartet.  
This outstanding quartet will sing love songs from The 
Renaissance to Queen and The Beatles! This is truly wonderful 
singing that you won't want to miss Information can be found 
on our website www.festivaldelavoix.com 
You can contribute to the festival with your deeply appreciated donations through the 
website and by clicking the "Donate" button. Thank you for your continued interest and 
support!  
 

Fascinating Report from Carleton University.  It's most 
enlightening about the experience of 2S&LGBTQ+ Older 
Adults and Workers in Public Services and the promising work 
being done to improve it.  People can download the report from 
the site:  https://carleton.ca/carework/2021/its-got-to-be-

about-safety-new-report-on-improving-public-services-for-lgbtq2-older-adults-and-
workers/ 

 

Want to start your day with prayer? Check out Rev Darryl Macdonald’s Celtic 
Meditations on the Roxboro United Church Facebook weekday mornings at 
9 am.  https://www.facebook.com/groups/roxborounited 

 

  

 

 

mailto:jane.cowell.poitras@sympatico.ca
https://theteapot.org/
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http://www.festivaldelavoix.com/
https://carleton.ca/carework/2021/its-got-to-be-about-safety-new-report-on-improving-public-services-for-lgbtq2-older-adults-and-workers/
https://carleton.ca/carework/2021/its-got-to-be-about-safety-new-report-on-improving-public-services-for-lgbtq2-older-adults-and-workers/
https://carleton.ca/carework/2021/its-got-to-be-about-safety-new-report-on-improving-public-services-for-lgbtq2-older-adults-and-workers/
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Smile Corner: 
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DEADLINE for our next newsletter is April 25th. Send your 
news, recipes, stories, book reviews and ideas to:  
jane.cowell.poitras@sympatico.ca 

mailto:jane.cowell.poitras@sympatico.ca

