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   SPIRITED SUMMERLEA 

 October 2021 

 

Editorial 

While Spring is known for rebirth, I have always felt that the 

Autumn too, is a time of new beginnings. For younger folk, 

this can mean a new grade, new teachers, or even a new 

school. For the rest of us, it can also mean a fresh start with 

new and old activities starting up after a summer spent 

languishing at home in the humid heat.  

This year, the Fall takes on even more significance. With 

vaccine passports, we can more safely go to restaurants, 

gyms, and activities in public buildings. After a year and a half 

of being more or less locked down at home, it’s just nice to 

know that we can go out – even if we don’t necessarily take 

advantage of these opportunities. 

For us Summerlea folk, we have a double new beginning this 

Fall – a return to in-person church services, and a new minister, the Rev. Dr. Christine 

Marie Gladu! We have much to be grateful for as we enter this new season! 

Jane Cowell 
Newsletter Editor 

A Word From Our New Minister 

Greetings to you!  

This fall season has just started, and I am gradually settling into this beautiful 

congregation of Summerlea United.  I can see how much care, love, faith, and 

professionalism Reverend Scott has put into his ministry.  I came in to meet people on 

Saturday afternoon for tea, and it was lovely.  We had met before on Zoom for 

interviews but being able to be together and share fellowship was exciting not only for 

me, but also for the members of the Board, since this was their first meeting in person 

for a very long time.  

We are blessed so far with beautiful weather.  Hopefully, our Sundays of worship will 

allow us to come to church and enjoy this time together.  I see our church as our 
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headquarters of faith, where we can renew our strength 

and nourish our faith to go out into the world, the greater 

church, to carry out God’s mission.  If there is something 

we will have learned though Covid-19, it is to take care of 

each other while staying safe. 

As I begin this new chapter in the history of Summerlea, I 

invite you to get involved in an activity, a committee or on 

the Board. We are the church, all of us together.  I enjoy 

home visitations as well and I will gladly go where the Spirit calls me. Please do not 

hesitate to contact the church for information. 

I will continue all the collaborations in which Summerlea was involved and look forward 

to building future ones which could be relevant for us, for our growth and for Christ’s 

glory. 

I have already celebrated two services and two baptisms as of September 26th.  I will be 

starting to plan the Christmas season very soon and in November, a Remembrance 

service will take place with all the respect and thankfulness our military personnel and 

veterans deserve.   

I am very, very grateful for the people who have offered their help and support since I 

have arrived and for the close team of people around me. They proving to be not only 

excellent collaborators but truly dedicated, faithful, honest, and gifted men and women.  

I thank God for all of you. 

Colleen continues to offer a Zoom link on a weekday so that we can continue to get to 

know each other and reach out to those who cannot come to our church.  What a 

blessing it is to chat!  This is a consequence of the pandemic as you may know, and 

you were able to turn it into a positive experience.  This is resilience!   

May this time of year bring you happiness and apple pies and oh yes:  the meat pie-

making is also in progress!  Reserve yours at once!   The annual bazaar is coming up 

too, and so are many other good events that make us feel happy to be together. This is 

our church community. This is Summerlea!  Praise be to God.  

Rev. Christine 
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Church News 

Bazaar  

Mark your calendars!  

Friday, November 12th 10:00am-2:00pm &  

Saturday, November 13th 10:00am-2:00pm  

Books, Bake Table, Gift Baskets, Knitted Goods & Crafts, Jewelry 

Table (box at back of church for contributions), Tempting Treasures, 

Country Store with homemade Tourtières, & Muir’s Scotch pies, Jams 

& Preserves. 

Doubly vaccinated shoppers are welcome. We will follow COVID protocols 

and limit the number of shoppers at any one time. Please wear a face mask, 

hand sanitize and sign in. Call 514-634-2651 for information.  

Donations are required to fill gift baskets to sell at the 

Christmas Bazaar. New or new-looking items only. Nothing with 

expired “use by” dates. Thank you, Susan Hawke  

Items especially needed: • Items for pets or animal lovers • Items for men 

Items needed: • No More Baskets Required • Card games for children; Old 

Maid, Skip-Bo etc. • Nice mugs: Best Teacher, Best Mom and Best Dad are 

popular • DVD’s (must be new). Especially ones suitable for family night • 

Hand lotion, bath items, soaps, etc. • Cooking utensils, tea towels, oven 

mitts • Scarves, knit slippers, socks 

The Jewelry Table also needs some donations to replenish 

their stock – contributions can be left in the box marked to that 

effect at the back of the church 

Crafts: Yes, there will be knitting crafts (including catnip mice and  

octopuses) with an expanded display area! 

Barb Moffat’s Welcome to Our New Minister 
 
Good morning and welcome back to Sunday worship here at Summerlea 
United Church. This is a day of new beginnings for all of us in this place. A 
new season of worshipping together after many months of recorded 
services, and of course our new minister who arrived in our midst this past 
week.  
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The beautiful flowers on the communion table have bee placed in celebration 
of the much-anticipated arrival of the Rev. Dr. Christine-Marie Gladu, and it 
is my great pleasure to introduce and welcome her this morning. 
 
Rev. Christine comes to us with a rich history of service, of study and of faith-
related occupations. As we learned back in June, she grew up in Montreal 
and even went to high school at College Sainte Anne here in Lachine. Her 
first degree was in translation at the University of Montreal. She has worked 
as a Sunday School teacher, a pastoral animator in schools, a church 
director, and a manager of a home support cooperative. Rev Christine is a 
mother and grandmother, with family in the Montreal area. In the United 
Church of Canada, Christine has served as a Lay Worship Leader, an intern 
minister in New Brunswick, and most recently, as an ordained minister in the 
Annapolis Valley region of Nova Scotia.  
 
Our new minister comes equipped with a long name and many wonderful 
attributes, including the requisite sense of humour. Last week one of our 
members asked Rev. Dr. Christine-Marie Gladu, “How shall we call you?” 
She quickly answered, “On the phone!” 
 
My computer tells me that 560 days have elapsed since we last held Sunday 
worship in this building. It also shows that Kingston N.S. is located 900 km 
or 560 miles from Montreal. Rev. Christine has driven a mile for each of those 
days since our last Sunday service. And today we rejoice in her our new 
beginning together.  
 
Rev. Christine, we are delighted that you have chosen to be here and we 
offer you a warm Summerlea welcome! 
 

 

 
Just as we warmly welcome Rev. Dr. Christine Marie Gladu, we also 
gave Rev. Scott Patton a great retirement send-off party. Here are 
some of the special speeches that were given at that event.. 
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Fully Reverent Limericks for Scott’s Retirement by Barb Moffat 
 
Eleven short years, can it be 
since we welcomed him to Summerlea? 

As we celebrate Scott 
we will cherish a lot 
of good times that we’ve shared he and we. 
 
In the Townships he had early teaching 
but his goals became much farther reaching. 
Montreal, then T.O. 
he’d back and forth go 
to fulfill his true calling in preaching. 
 
Scott’s talent to preach we admire, 
sharing stories and thoughts that inspire.     
And in between prayers 
he can hop up the stairs 
to add his fine voice to the choir! 
 
The ways that he’s helped folks are varied, 
as he baptized or buried or married. 
But stirring hot meats, 
selling bagels and treats? 
He did these and more, never harried. 
 
With Scott, Ron and Ben there with greetings, 
people came to their garden with seatings. 
Ron laid out the meal 
and made us all feel 
quite at home at the June potluck meetings. 
 
All creatures he loves great and small, 
blessing pets on the lawn, in the hall. 
Whatever the weather, 
with fur or with feather, 
Scott cared for our friends one and all. 
 
The quick-witted Scott that we know 
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at choir practice in the back row 
with a joke or a pun 
just made it more fun 
with his signature phrase, “There ya go!” 
 
Scott’s patience and humour are fine! 
In musical plays he does shine. 
When they said, “Wear a mask”, 
he rose to the task 
even making palm crosses online! 
 
That boy from the Townships returns 

where the home fire of Huntingville burns. 
From us he’s departed 
going back where he started 
as now for the country he yearns. 
 
We’ll miss you Scott, we are confessing 
but retirement should be de-stressing. 
As now you move on 
in your new home with Ron, 
we send you forth with every blessing. 
 

Marian Golden’s Church Mouse Address at Scott’s 

Farewell 

Good Afternoon all and welcome to Scott’s party! 

I have been asked to say a few words from the church 

Mouse as no one else seems able to understand 

her…..When I first was introduced to her I was very 

surprised that she didn’t speak to anyone else… 

Scott (at that time) seemed to think that it was perfectly normal that I was 

very able to talk to her and do her bidding…. 

Before the Pandemic she had been around but had never spoken to 

anyone but Ben. He sniffed her out frequently in the church kitchen….He 

wasn’t afraid or anxious to chase her ..just live side by side…. 
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When the pandemic struck and we could no longer have in-church worship 

all the mice family were very concerned…no extra food in the kitchen…no 

MOW cooking twice a week and no coffee, cookies and raisin bread after 

church on Sunday…In fact nothing at all and no one in the church…. 

Then Scott, Connie and John decided that somehow church must continue 

for all the people that missed it so much….They enlisted Colleen to do all 

the hard work , taping ,cutting ,pasting and editing of the taped services 

and started what would go on for almost 15 months…. 

Each Wednesday the 4 of them would come to church and tape a full 

service as Scott led and sang, Connie played her lovely music and John 

read the scriptures…However at the beginning there was no food at 

all….then with the encouragement of the church mouse some scraps 

appeared…maybe life could return to normal….After each taping 

sometimes there was cake or cookies or even chocolate…The mouse was 

very excited… life was looking up… 

Then catastrophe struck….. 

Scott and Ben decided that the time had come to retire…. 

No more Ben to find and share food scraps and  

No more Scott to drop crumbs for the mice family to eat… 

The church mouse was sad but she herself had retired some time ago and 

was enjoying her retirement so why not allow Scott and Ben the same 

privilege…. 

Begrudgingly the retirement was accepted …but what of a party…. 

Only 10 people in the church and they had to be masked and 2 meters 

apart…that would never work for a party as we had envisioned….soooo we 

waited until today and now Scott…… the party we so wanted you to have 

has begun …. 

There are other speeches to come but none as heartfelt as this one from 

the Church Mouse…. 

Thank you for everything… 
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Lachine West Meals on 
Wheels that works out of 

Summerlea, is looking for volunteers to help with cooking, 
delivery, driving and clean up. This is a once-a-month 
commitment. For information, please contact Linda Lackey at 
514-634-7730. 
 
 
Bingo!  
Did you know that Bingo Lachine at the corner of St-
Antoine and 20th Avenue, shares its profits with the Lachine 
Not-for-Profit Community? We are most grateful that 
Summerlea United Church is one of the recipients of these 
funds. Thank you to Bingo Lachine for their generosity!  

 
 

Some interesting facts 

(Thanks to Marion Golden for the Submission) 
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Recipes 

My Favourite Fall Roasted Vegetables 

With the abundance of vegetables in local markets, this is a great time to roast them! 

Roasted vegetables are a delightful side dish to accompany any fish or meat meal. Any 

leftovers can easily be transformed into soup or reheated in the microwave to 

accompany another meal. Also terrific as a Thanksgiving dinner side dish. 
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Line two large cookie sheets with foil or parchment paper. Evenly divide the cut 

vegetables on the cookie sheets, toss with olive oil, and sprinkle with salt and pepper 

and any combination of spices you enjoy. I usually use Club House La Grille Vegetable 

Seasoning. Bake at 450° about 35 minutes, rotating sheets from top to bottom of the 

oven half-way through. 

While any combination of vegetables is good, this is my favourite: 

Two heads of garlic, peeled and separated into cloves 

Two onions, roughly chopped 

Two cups, diced butternut squash 

Four carrots, peeled and sliced on the diagonal      

Two sweet potatoes, peeled and cut into 3” 

chunks 

Two small zucchinis sliced 

Two apples, peeled, cored and quartered 

Three red or yellow bell peppers, seeded and julienned  

Two pounds of parsnips, peeled and sliced lengthwise 

 

Easy Caramelized Onions 

I LOVE caramelized onions! They are amazing on canapés, 

burgers, mashed potatoes, pizza, and my favourite, roast beef 

sandwiches! 

Despite being retired, I rarely have the time to painstakingly stand 

and stir onions on low heat for an hour to truly caramelize them. Recently, a friend told 

me about using the slow cooker to large-batch cook the onions! 

Indeed, the slow cooker takes the lengthy task of caramelizing onions and does all the 

work for us. Fill the cooker with enough thinly sliced onions to make it half or three-

quarters full. Put the lid on, set the timer for the longest, slowest time allowed, and let 

those onions simmer away. I found there was a fair bit of liquid after 10 hours. My friend 

told me I could either drain it off and use as a base for soup (yum!) or let them cook for 

a few more hours with the lid off and let the liquid evaporate.  

I froze the onions in ice cube trays, then put the cubes in Ziplock bags. This is a great 

time to do this because onions in public markets are relatively cheap. 
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Book Corner 

I spent a couple of relaxing weeks in the summer breezing through the latest works of 

Danielle Steel, Liliane Moriarty, Fern Michaels, Nicholas Sparks, et al, it did occur to me 

that I should be reading something a little more substantial! Lucky for me this book I had 

reserved arrived on my digital library shelf. 

Christians Against Christianity: How Right-Wing evangelicals are destroying our 

Faith by Dr. Obery M. Hendricks, Jr. 

In his new book, Christians Against Christianity, best-selling author and religious scholar Obery M. 

Hendricks Jr. challenges right-wing evangelicals on the terrain of their own religious claims, 

exposing the falsehoods, contradictions, and misuses of the Bible that are embedded in their rabid 

homophobia, their poorly veiled racism and demonizing of immigrants and Muslims, and their 

ungodly alliance with big business against the interests of American workers. 

 

He scathingly indicts the religious leaders who helped facilitate the rise of the notoriously unchristian 

Donald Trump, likening them to the “court jesters” and hypocritical priestly sycophants of bygone 

eras who unquestioningly supported their sovereigns’ every act, no matter how hateful or destructive 

to those they were supposed to serve. 

 

In the wake of the deadly insurrectionist attack on the US Capitol, Christians Against Christianity is a 

clarion call to stand up to the hypocrisy of the evangelical Right, as well as a guide for Christians to 

return their faith to the life-affirming message that Jesus brought and died for. What Hendricks offers 

is a provocative diagnosis, an urgent warning that right-wing evangelicals’ aspirations for Christian 

nationalist supremacy are a looming threat, not only to Christian decency but to democracy itself.  

I also came across this gem: A Boomer in Lachine by Donald Houston. It is available at Clio 

Bookshop in Pointe-Claire Plaza. For those who grew up in Lachine in the 1950’s and 1960’s, it will 

be sure to provoke happy memories! 
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Thanksgiving 

(Courtesy of the Canadian Encyclopedia) 
 
The first official, annual Thanksgiving in Canada was celebrated 
on 6 November 1879, though Indigenous peoples in Canada 
have a history of celebrating the fall harvest that predates the 
arrival of European settlers. Sir Martin Frobisher and his crew 
are credited as the first Europeans to celebrate a Thanksgiving 
ceremony in North America, in 1578. They were followed by the 
inhabitants of New France under Samuel de Champlain in 1606. 
The celebration featuring the uniquely North American turkey, 
squash, and pumpkin was introduced to Nova Scotia in the 
1750s and became common across Canada by the 1870s. In 1957, Thanksgiving was 
proclaimed an annual event to occur on the second Monday of October. It is an official 
statutory holiday in all provinces and territories except Prince Edward Island, New 
Brunswick, and Nova Scotia. 
 

Origins and history of Thanksgiving in Canada 

Indigenous peoples in North America have a history of holding communal feasts in 
celebration of the fall harvest that predates the arrival of European settlers. The 
Smithsonian Institute has noted that some First Nations “sought to insure a good 
harvest with dances and rituals.” The European settlers brought with them a similar 
tradition of harvest celebrations (for which the symbol was the cornucopia, or horn of 
plenty), which dates back to European peasant societies. 

The first Thanksgiving by Europeans in North America was held by Sir Martin Frobisher 
and his crew in the Eastern Arctic in 1578. They ate a meal of salt beef, biscuits and 
mushy peas to celebrate and give thanks for their safe arrival in what is now Nunavut. 
They celebrated Communion and formally expressed their thanks through the ship’s 
Chaplain, Robert Wolfall, who, according to explorer Richard Collinson, “made unto 
them a godly sermon, exhorting them especially to be thankefull to God for theyr 
strange and miraculous deliverance in those so dangerous places [sic].” 

In 1606, in an attempt to prevent the kind of scurvy epidemic that had decimated the 
settlement at Île Ste. Croix in the winter of 1604–05, Samuel de Champlain founded a 
series of rotating feasts at Port Royal called the Ordre de Bon Temps (“Order of Good 
Cheer”). Local Mi'kmaq families were also invited. The first feast was held on 14 
November 1606 to celebrate the return of Jean de Biencourt de Poutrincourt from an 
expedition. Having attended the festivities, Marc Lescarbot remarked that they 
consisted of “a feast, a discharge of musketry, and as much noise as could be made by 
some fifty men, joined by a few Indians, whose families served as spectators.” 

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/thanksgiving-day
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This was 17 years before what is often recognized as the first American Thanksgiving 
— the Pilgrims’ celebration of their first harvest in Massachusetts in 1621 (which was 
actually predated by several similar events in the New England colonies by at least 14 
years). The prototypical Thanksgiving feast featuring the uniquely North American 
turkey, squash and pumpkin was introduced to Nova Scotia in the 1750s. The citizens 
of Halifax commemorated the end of the Seven Years’ War in 1763 with a day of 
Thanksgiving, and Loyalists subsequently brought the celebration to other parts of the 
country. 

When and why has Thanksgiving been observed in Canada? 

The first national Thanksgiving in Canada was celebrated in the Province of Canada in 
1859. It was organized at the behest of leaders of the Protestant clergy, who 
appropriated the holiday of American Thanksgiving, which was first observed in 1777 
and established as a national day of “public thanksgiving and prayer” in 1789. In 
Canada, the holiday was intended for the “public and solemn” recognition of God’s 
mercies. As historian Peter Stevens has noted, some citizens “objected to this 
government request, saying it blurred the distinction between church and state that was 
so important to many Canadians.” 

The first Thanksgiving after Confederation was observed on 5 April 1872. A national 
civic holiday rather than a religious one, it was held to celebrate the recovery of the 
Prince of Wales (later King Edward VII) from an illness. Thanksgiving was first observed 
as an annual event in Canada on 6 November 1879. The date for each of the following 
years, as well as a unifying theme for which to give thanks (usually concerning the 
harvest, though anniversaries related to the British monarchy were also common), was 
determined annually by Parliament. The holiday occurred as late in the year as 6 
December and even coincided several times with American Thanksgiving. The most 
popular date to observe Thanksgiving was the third Monday in October, when the fall 
weather is generally still amenable to outdoor activities. 

Beginning in 1921, Thanksgiving and Armistice Day (introduced in 1919) were 
celebrated on the same day — the first Monday in the week of 11 November. In order to 
give more recognition to veterans, 11 November was set solely as Remembrance Day 
in 1931. Thanksgiving was again proclaimed annually and typically observed on the 
second Monday in October. It was not until 31 January 1957 that Parliament proclaimed 
the observance of the second Monday in October as “a day of General Thanksgiving to 
Almighty God for the bountiful harvest with which Canada has been blessed.” E.C. 
Drury, the former "Farmer-Premier" of Ontario, lamented later that “the farmers’ own 
holiday has been stolen by the towns” to give them a long weekend when the weather 
was better. 

Differences among provinces 

Thanksgiving is an official statutory holiday in all provinces and territories except Prince 
Edward Island, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia. It is called Action de grâce in Quebec 
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and is celebrated to a much lesser extent there than in the rest of the country, given the 
holiday’s Protestant origins and Anglo-nationalist associations. The main differences 
among the other provinces tend to concern the dishes that are served with the meal. 
For example, Jiggs’ dinner is often preferred over turkey in Newfoundland. Pumpkin pie 
is a common dessert nationally, but there are also regional favourites, such as Nanaimo 
bars in British Columbia and butter tarts in Ontario. 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Liz Wright for submitting this picture of wild turkeys in a Pointe-

Claire backyard. They better watch out – Thanksgiving is coming! 

 

Smile Corner 

THE  SNEEZE (Thanks to Dawn Boyes for the submission) 
  
They walked in tandem, each of the ninety-two students filing 
into the already crowded auditorium.  With their rich maroon 
gowns flowing and the traditional caps,  they looked almost as 
grown up as they felt. Dads swallowed hard behind broad 
smiles, and Moms freely brushed away tears. 
  
This class would NOT pray during the commencements, not by 
choice, but because of a recent court ruling prohibiting it.           
  
The principal and several students were careful to stay within the guidelines 
allowed by the ruling. They gave inspirational and challenging speeches, but no 
one mentioned divine guidance and no one asked for blessings on the graduates 
or their families. 
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The speeches were nice, but they were routine until the final speech received a 
standing ovation. A solitary student walked up to the microphone. He stood still 
and silent for just a moment, and then, it happened... 
  
All 92 students, every single one of them, suddenly SNEEZED!! 
  
The student on stage simply looked at the audience and said, 'GOD BLESS 
YOU!'     And then he walked off the stage... The audience exploded into 
applause.  This graduating class had found a unique way to invoke God's 
blessing on their future with or without the court's approval. 
  

(Thanks to Michèle Bitauld for the following submissions) 

This happened yesterday and is important information for all seniors. 

A friend had his 3rd dose of the vaccine at the vaccination 

center after which he began to have blurred vision on the way 

home. 

When he got home, he called the vaccination center for advice and to ask if 

he should go see a doctor or be hospitalized. 

He was told NOT to go to a doctor or a hospital, but just return to the 

vaccination center immediately and pick up his glasses. 

 

For sale: Mercedes, 12,000 km. Price $1.00 

Someone put up this advertisement. No one believed it could be true so no 

one responded. But an old man responded and went to see the car. The 

lady actually sold him a Mercedes, which had done just 12,000 Kms, for $1. 

She handed him the papers and the car keys. Deal done. 

As the old man was leaving, he said, "I shall die of suspense if you, don't 

tell me why this car was sold so cheap?" 

The lady replied, "I am just fulfilling the will of my deceased husband, 

where it's written that the money received from the sale of his Mercedes 

would go to his Secretary." 
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